
SOUTH DAKOTA TECHNICAL GUIDE        NOTICE SD-396 
SECTION IV - O&M – 635         OCTOBER 2015 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN 
VEGETATED TREATMENT AREA 

CODE 635 

Landowner/Operator___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Total Animal Units____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Job Location ____________________________________________  GPS________________________________________ 

Prepared By _____________________________________________________ Date ________________________________ 
 
Operation and Maintenance Items 
 
Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for all practices installed 
with Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) assistance.  The landowner is responsible for proper O&M 
throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by federal, state, or local laws or regulations. 
  
Operation refers to operation of the practice in compliance with all laws, regulations, ordinances, and easements; and in 
such a manner that will result in the least adverse impact on the environment and will permit the practice to serve the 
purpose for which it was installed.  Maintenance includes work to prevent deterioration of the practice, repairing 
damage, or replacing components which fail.  Necessary operation and maintenance items for this practice include:  
 

Maintain vigorous growth of vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, fertilizing, and applications of 
herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control height.  Limit machinery to 
vegetative growth periods when vegetation root systems will not be damaged or soil compacted. 
 
Inspect and repair treatment strips after storm events to remove sediment, fill in gullies to prevent concentrated 
flow, and reseed disturbed areas. 
 
Monitor nitrogen and phosphorus levels in the soils of the treatment strip to minimize potential water quality 
concerns.  Take appropriate corrective action if necessary. 
 
Monitor salinity and/or sodicity as appropriate for excessive salt and sodium buildup.  Take appropriate 
corrective action if necessary. 
 
De-thatch or aerate treatment strips to promote infiltration where appropriate.  
 
Control undesired weed species, especially state-listed noxious weeds.  
 
Avoid excessive travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy vegetative cover. 
 
Repair any rodent, burrowing animal, vandalism, or vehicle damage. 
 
Maintain fences to prevent unauthorized human and animal access. 
 
Conduct maintenance activities only when the surface layer of the vegetated treatment area is dry enough to 
prohibit compaction. 

 
Other_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Animal Feeding at Headquarters 
 
The headquarters is a land unit where animals are raised and fed, and the area also does not meet other NRCS land use 
definitions such as cropland, pastureland, rangeland, etc.  For a minimum of 10 years after certification of the Vegetated 
Treatment Area, the producer will continue to contain the manure/runoff from all animals on the headquarters with the 
designed Vegetated Treatment Area(s).  Exceptions are: 
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1. 25 animal units or less are allowed to be on the headquarters without their manure/runoff contained with the 
Vegetated Treatment Area(s). 

2. Animals are allowed for 45 days or less in any calendar year without their manure/runoff contained with the 
Vegetated Treatment Area(s). 

3. Animals are allowed in parts of the headquarters where crops or vegetation are sustained during the normal 
growing season without their manure/runoff contained with the Vegetated Treatment Area(s). 

 
Other than the 3 exceptions noted, if the producer is found to have animals on the headquarters where their 
manure/runoff is not contained by the designed Vegetated Treatment Area(s), then the NRCS will request the producer 
payback all EQIP funds paid in the contract. 
 
I understand and agree to the items listed in the “Operation and Maintenance Items”, and “Animal Feeding at 
Headquarters” on this form:  
 
 
Producer Signature ___________________________________________________Date _______________________ 
 


	LandownerOperator: 
	Total Animal Units: 
	Job Location: 
	GPS: 
	Prepared By: 
	Date: 
	Other 1: 
	Other 2: 
	Date_2: 
	Text1: 
	Check Box2: Off
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Off
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Check Box8: Off
	Check Box9: Off
	Check Box10: Off
	Check Box11: Off


