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Sout h  Dako t a Web  So il Survey 
  Help f u l Hin t   
  

How  t o  Choose a Who le So il Survey Area (Coun t y) in  
Web  So il Survey (WSS) and  Generat e Coun t y Rep or t s 

 
 
Sub m it t ed  b y:  Barb  Hall, GIS Sp ecialist , Huron  St at e Of f ice 
Dat e:  Oct ob er  2013 
 
Purpose:  Inst ruct ion s on  how  t o choose an  Area of  In t erest  (AOI) o f  a soil su rvey area 
(coun t y) and  generat e coun t y report s, such  as a Rangeland  Prod uct iv it y id en t if ying  
Ecolog ical Sit e f or w et lands.   
 
Inst ruct ions/St eps: 

 
1) Open the WSS site at 1TUhttp://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.govU 1T and click the “Start WSS” 

button.   
 

2)  Use the “Area of Interest (AOI)” tab to define your AOI for a soil survey area – Select 
“Soil Survey Area” – select “State” – select “Soil Survey Area” (use drop down menu) 
– select “Set AOI.”   
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
        This will create the AOI 
        for an entire Soil Survey 
        Area (County). 
 
 

http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/
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3) To Generate Reports – Select “Soil Data Explorer” tab.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For example:  To generate a report such as Rangeland Productivity to show the 
Ecological Site Descriptions (ESD) for a whole Soil Survey Area (County) – Select “Soil 
Reports.” 
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Select “Vegetative Productivity” - “Rangeland Productivity.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check “Include Minor Soils” - this will include all of the minor soils along with the 
major components for the report.  Choose “View Soil Report.” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report results showing the Ecological Site for ALL soils (major, minor, and included soil):   
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To print the report – “Printable Version” (upper right hand corner of screen).  Click 
“View.”  This will create a .pdf that you can either open and print or save it.    
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