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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN 
WETLAND RESTORATION 

CODE 657 
 
Landowner/Operator 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Job Location ______________________________________ GPS _________________________ 

Prepared By ________________________________________________Date ____________ 
 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS 
 
Operation and maintenance (O&M) is necessary for all conservation practices and is required for 
all practices installed with the Natural Resources Conservation Service assistance.  The land user 
is responsible for proper O&M throughout the life of the practice and as may be required by 
federal, state, or local laws or regulations.   
 
Operation refers to operation of the practice in compliance with all laws, regulations, ordinances, 
and easements; and in such a manner that will result in the least adverse impact on the 
environment and will permit the practice to serve the purpose for which it was installed.  
Maintenance includes work to prevent deterioration of the practice, repairing damage, or replacing 
components which fail. 
 
Necessary operation and maintenance items for this practice include: 
 

 Inspect after significant storm events and at least twice a year to identify repair and 
maintenance needs. 

 Inspect the downstream face of embankments annually.  Wet areas, indicated by seeps, 
wetland plants or unusually vigorous vegetation on the downstream face of an embankment 
could indicate a serious problem. 

 Clear accumulated trash away from water control infrastructure, including pipe inlets, rock 
riprap, and vegetated spillways. 

 Inspect valves for proper functioning.  Guards must remain in place to keep structures 
operating as planned.  Promptly repair or replace damaged or inoperable components. 

 Repair any settlement or erosion that occurs along the pipe.  If this problem persists, 
evaluate the pipe for leakage and erosion of the fill material into or along the pipe.  

 Fill rills and gullies that occur on the embankments and in the vegetated spillway.  Reseed 
the filled areas.  Repair erosion at pipe outlets promptly. 

 Eradicate or remove all animals burrowing into embankments following South Dakota 
wildlife regulations.  Immediately repair any damage caused by burrowing activity.  

 Protect structures from damage by farm equipment and livestock.  Repair or replace 
damaged fences to keep livestock out of wetland, where applicable. 

 Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding, 
fertilization and mowing as needed to control undesirable vegetation.  If mowing is 
necessary, mow after the primary nesting season of April 15th to August 1st.  When applying 
fertilizer to vegetative cover, caution shall be used to prevent degradation to water quality. 

 Prevent woody vegetation from growing on or around the embankment, abutment, or 
vegetated spillway areas.  Control tree and brush growth by hand cutting, mowing, or spot 
spraying with herbicides.  Avoid damaging grass or aquatic vegetation with herbicides. 
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 Maintain a riparian buffer around the perimeter of the wetland to trap sediment, where 
applicable. 

 Adjust flashboards in water control structure(s) to maintain water levels for wildlife 
management as recommended below or in the wetland management plan for the site.  Lock 
structures when not in use to prevent tampering and or vandalism. 
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