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INTRODUCTION

SECTION II -

RANGELAND, GRAZED FORESTLAND, AND

 NATIVE PASTURELAND

Information in this subsection can be used to
plan the use and management of soils for
rangeland, grazed forest land, and native
pasture.  Different kinds of soils vary in their
capacity to produce native grasses and other
plants suitable for grazing.  Information in
this subsection provides groupings of similar
soils and estimates of potential forage
production, which can be used to determine
livestock stocking rates.

Definitions

Rangeland.  Range is land on which the
native vegetation (climax or natural potential
plant community) is predominantly grasses,
grasslike plants, forbs, and shrubs suitable
for grazing and browsing.  Range includes
natural grasslands, savannas, many wetlands,
some deserts, tundra, and certain shrub and
forb communities.

Rangeland receives no regular or frequent
cultural treatment.  The composition and
production of the plant community are
determined by soil, climate, topography,
overstory canopy, and grazing management.

Grazed Forest Land.  Includes land on
which the understory includes, as an integral
part of the forest plant community, plants
that can be grazed without significantly
impairing other forest values.

Native Pasture.  Includes land on which the
potential (climax) vegetation is forest but
which is used and managed primarily for
production of native plants for forage.
Native pasture includes cut-over forest land
and forest land cleared and now managed for
native or naturalized forage plants.

This subsection contains the following:

     Range Site Descriptions


