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Operation and maintenance activities are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an effective operation and maintenance program that includes periodic inspections.
Items to inspect and maintain during the 10 year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Inspect the practice area after significant storm events and at least annually to identify areas of decreased channel capacity, erosion, instability, and other problems.  
2. Periodically check the dimensions, capacity, inlet / outlet conditions and other important aspects of the diversion.  Remove causes of changed conditions and repair damages. 
3. Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  Re-seed, fertilize and apply herbicide as necessary to maintain growth.  Periodically mow vegetated areas to control plant height (diversion capacity) and remove woody species.  Schedule mowing and spraying outside of ground bird nesting seasons.
4. Determine and eliminate causes of settlement or cracks in earthen sections. Repair damaged sections.
5. Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.  Follow laws and regulations.
6. Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to any earthfill, spillway, outlet, or other appurtenance.
7. Keep machinery off steep stream banks and slopes and out of the water.  Inform equipment operators of all potential hazards.
8. Maintenance activities may require additional environmental permits.  Obtain all required environmental permits prior to starting such activities.
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