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Practice Location: 











County: 




 Farm/Tract Number: 






Prepared By: 






 Date: 





Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an inspection and maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 15-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Catastrophic losses shall be handled immediately in an environmentally safe manner.  Catastrophic losses will be handled as instructed by your integrator and/or in compliance with State law.  Refer to NRCS-TN publication TN316 Emergency Disposal of Dead Animals.  Name and contact information for catastrophic losses. 
Name: 






Address:  





Telephone Number:  




Contact Person:  




2. If catastrophic death due to a disease occurs, the State Veterinarian shall be contacted immediately.

3. Dead animals associated with your operation shall be removed daily, so that unacceptable decay does not occur. 

4. Records of date, average weight, and number of deaths should be maintained.
5. Promptly repair or replace damaged or inoperable components.

6. Perform routine maintenance of all mechanical components in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

7. The composter shall be loaded according to the recipe included in your design package. If this recipe was not included, contact your NRCS office to obtain a copy. Careful attention must be paid to the recipe in order for the composter to work properly. Contact NRCS to assist with troubleshooting during the composting process.

8. Failure to manage the system will result in an odorous operation that may attract flies, buzzards, and other vermin. Mosquitoes may reproduce where standing water is present. To minimize vector problems:

· Adhere to the composting recipe.

· Eliminate standing water.

· Employ good housekeeping to keep the area clean.

9. The compost shall be land applied at the rates outlined in the Nutrient Management Plan and in accordance with state law.

10. This composter was designed to handle normal mortality rates from this operation. The facility is not designed for catastrophic losses resulting from excessive heat, collapse of buildings, loss from disease, etc. Such losses shall be disposed of in a manner consistent with state law.

11. The compost structure should be inspected at least twice each year when the facility is empty.

12. Replace any wooden parts or hardware as needed. Roofed structures should be examined for structural integrity.
13. Maintain all electrical and mechanical equipment by following the manufacturer’s recommendations. Maintain grounding rods and wiring for all electrical equipment. Prior to retrofitting any electrically powered equipment, electrical service must be disconnected and the absence of stray electrical current verified.
14. All fences, railings, and/or warning signs shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

15. Check backfill areas around structure for excessive settlement. Make necessary repairs.

16. Check walls and floor often for cracks and/or separations. Make any necessary repairs.

17. To prevent erosion, a good vegetative cover should be established and maintained around facilities. Clipping twice a year should kill noxious weeds and ensure a vigorous stand. Traffic accesses shall be maintained and/or replaced as necessary.

18.  Do not let dead poultry compost come into contact with litter stored in a litter storage shed.

19.  Do not compact the material by driving over it or packing it with equipment. Do not allow the operation of any equipment that exceeds the design limit on or within ten feet of the structure.

20. Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage to the structure, earthen areas surrounding the structure, or any appurtenances.

21. Positive drainage shall be maintained around the structure.
Send your comments to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Kelly.Gupton@tn.usda.gov" �Kelly.Gupton@tn.usda.gov�
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