SECTION I - LAWS





STATE, FEDERAL, AND LOCAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS








Section I – Laws – contains the majority of current environmental laws pertinent to natural resource planning in Tennessee.  Six significant web sites for these laws, regulations, ordinances, and required permits are listed below.  In addition, the home pages for each site are included.





Natural Resources Conservation Service technology policy in Title 450, Part 405, Subpart A, of the GENERAL MANUAL requires NRCS employees to have enough knowledge of federal, state, or local laws and regulations to know when a conservation facility or practice may be subject to such laws and regulations.  Policy relating to ecological sciences, engineering, cultural resources, and water quality are found in GENERAL MANUAL Titles 190, 210, 420, and 460, respectively.





NRCS field offices are encouraged to supplement this part with specific local laws.  No review by the State Technical Guide Committee is required.





The following are significant web sites that provide current information on laws and regulations pertinent to natural resource planning.





http://www.state.tn.us/environment/permits/index.html


http://www.epa.gov/epahome/lawreg.htm


http://www.tennesseeanytime.org


http://www.mvm.usace.army.mn/regulatory/regulations/33cfr.html (Memphis District) or


http://www.orn.usace.army.mil/cof/default.html (Nashville District)


5.   http://www.nasda-hq.org 


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov 


http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/25/index.text.html


http://www.invasivespecies.gov/laws/main.shtml











The following is a broad, general list of planning and application activities designed to provide some guidance to the NRCS planner as to which environmental laws may be applicable for the proposed activity.  Information concerning these laws and regulations, in most cases, may be accessed at the above web sites.  These lists are only a guide, and should not be considered a complete list of possible activities.  All environmental laws and regulations are subject to change; therefore, information from the above web sites that has not been updated within a reasonable amount of time may need to be verified with division or state technical resource specialists.  





�
GENERAL ACTIVITY (NUMBERS IN PARENTHESES REFERENCE ABOVE WEB SITES) 





EARTHMOVING/CONSTRUCTION





Archaeology Law (1,3).


Food Security Act of 1985, as amended (6).


Clean Water Act (2,4) within wetlands or regulated waters.


Water Pollution Control Act of 1977 (1,3) within wetlands or regulated waters. 


Safe Dams Act (1).


The Endangered Species Act (2).


National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (1,2).


Tennessee Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (1) for designated river reaches.  





CONVERSION OF UPLAND NATIVE PLANT COMMUNITIES TO OTHER LAND USES





Archaeology Law (1,3).


Food Security Act of 1985, as amended (6).


Endangered Species Act (2).





AGRONOMIC (CROP PRODUCTION) PRACTICES 





Food Security Act of 1985, as amended (6).            





PASTURELAND/GRASSLAND PRACTICES 





Noxious Seed Law (3).


Air Pollution Control Regulation 1200; Burning Permit (1, 3).  


Air Pollution Control Act of 1977 (1,3); Regulations for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits for Animal Waste Systems and Confined Animal Feeding Operations.  


           


WOODLAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES


 


Endangered Species Act (2).


Air Pollution Control Regulation 1200; Burning Permit (1,3).








�
There are no federally recognized Native American tribes or reservation lands in Tennessee.  However, there are parts of the state where Native American tribes have purchased land that is privately owned and managed by them.  Four non-recognized Native American tribes own land in West Tennessee and East Tennessee (see state map of Tennessee non-recognized tribes for locations).  Information about laws and Native Americans can be accessed at http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/25/index.text.html.
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