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Wetland Creation 
 
Creating a wetland on a site that 
was historically non-wetland. 
 
Lifespan of Practice: 15 years 
 
Tennessee Implementation 
Requirements No. TN-658 
 
 

 
DEFINITION 
This practice is to establish wetland hydrology, 
vegetation, and wildlife habitat functions on soils 
capable of supporting those functions.  

This practice applies only to sites where no hydric 
soils exist and the objective is to establish specific 
wetland functions. 

INSTALLING THE PRACTICE 
Follow engineering designs exactly. 

Locate created wetlands only where the soils, 
hydrology, and vegetation can be modified to meet 
the current NRCS criteria for wetland. 

Planned excavation will require an investigation of 
the site for buried utilities. 

Loosen compacted soils, add organic matter, or 
complete other soil preparation activities where 
necessary to establish desired vegetation. 

Establish vegetative buffers on surrounding uplands 
to reduce sediment and soluble and sediment-
attached substances carried by runoff, when 
needed. 

Revegetate all disturbed areas associated with 
structural measures or excavation as soon as 
possible after the construction period in accordance 
with the TN-NRCS Critical Area Planting standard 
(342). 

The landowner shall obtain any necessary local, 
State, or Federal permits that apply before the 
practice is applied. 

The work associated with the wetland shall not 
adversely affect adjacent properties or other water 
users unless agreed to by signed written letter, 
easement, or permit. 

All wetlands designed to contain permanent or semi-
permanent water shall be designed to provide 
varying water depths between 1 and 18 inches over 
at least 75% of the pool area. 

The remainder of the pool area may be between  
2 and 4 feet deep.  Wetlands should be designed to 
retain some water for the majority of the year 
especially during peak fall and spring waterfowl 
migration periods. 

Hydrophytic vegetation planned to meet the selected 
wetland functions shall be compatible with the 
planned soil and hydrologic conditions.  Favor native 
wetland plants with localized genetic material.  Plant 
materials collected or grown from material collected 
within a 200-mile radius from the site are considered 
local. 

Where natural colonization of acceptable species can 
realistically be expected to occur within five years, 
sites may be left to revegetate naturally. 

Include a minimum of three species for afforestation by 
planting, where appropriate. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
Follow the site-specific Operation and Maintenance 
Plans for sites that have structural features. 

Follow timing and level setting of water control 
structures required for the establishment of desired 
hydrologic conditions, for management of vegetation, 
and for optimum wildlife and fish use. 

COMPLEMENTARY PRACTICES 
Dike (356) 
Structure for Water Control (587) 
Fence (382) 
Use Exclusion (472) 
Critical Area Planting (342) 
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) 
Forest Site Preparation (490)   
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Land User:  _________________________  County:  ____________  Date:  ___________ 
 

Farm No.:  __________  Tract No.:  ________  Assisted By:  _______________________ 
 

Water Sources and Structures (See Engineering design for details.) 

□ Dikes □ Pond □ Surface Water  □ Well 

□ Diversion □ Pumping Plant □ Other:  ________________________________ 

□ Water Control Structure (no.):_______             □ Type/Size:_____________________________ 

Plantings 

Species Rate Total Area Total 

        

        

        

        

        

Other Associated Plantings (if applicable):_____________________________________________ 

□ Riparian Forest Buffer (391) Acres:__________ Planned Date:__________ 

□ Critical Area Planting (342) Acres:__________ Planned Date:__________ 

□ Fencing (382) Type:__________ Feet:__________ 

Water Management 

□ Slow drawdown starting around:____________________ 

□ Leave drained over summer for moist soil plants to grow. 

□ Gradually fill created wetland beginning around:____________________ 

□ Maintain shallow water over winter.  Vary depth from year to year. 

□ No active management (natural water regime). 

□ Other:_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Vegetation Management 

□ Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644) Acres:__________ 
Planned 
Date:__________ 

□ Early Successional Habitat Development/Mgmt (647) Acres:__________ 
Planned 
Date:__________ 

□ Prescribed Burning (338) Acres:__________ 
Planned 
Date:__________ 

□ Other:_____________________________________ Acres:__________ 
Planned 
Date:__________ 

Site-specific Operation and Maintenance (O&M) Requirements 

□ Conservation Plan Map attached.

□ Other facilitating conservation practice standards and/or implementation requirements attached,
if applicable.

□ Engineering designs attached.

Additional Notes: 

Landowner Signature: ________________________________ Date: ____________ 

Conservation Planner: ________________________________ Date: ____________ 
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