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Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an inspection and maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Evaluate the site within 3 to 4 months after seeding.  If the stand is uniform but to thin (50 to 80% ground cover), apply additional seed using a no-till method during the next optimum seeding period.  Re-seed areas with less than 50% establishment cover in accordance with the original vegetation plan.

2. Inspect waterways regularly, especially following heavy rains.  Fill, compact, and re-seed damaged areas immediately. Remove sediment deposits to maintain capacity of waterway.
3. Restrict heavy equipment access and exclude cattle when waterway is abnormally wet. Permit grazing in the waterway only when a controlled grazing system is being implemented.
4. Protect waterway from damage by farm equipment and vehicles.  Do not use waterway as a road and practice care when crossing to prevent tillage marks or wheel tracks. 
5. Protect waterway from concentrated flow by using diversion of runoff or mechanical means of stabilization such as silt fences, mulching, hay bale barriers, etc. to stabilize grade during vegetative establishment.

6. Maintain constructed width by lifting or disengaging tillage equipment properly.  Plowing and other tillage operations performed on adjoining cropland should be conducted in a manner to avoid dead furrows and/or prevent buildup along the waterway edges.  If these conditions occur, grade these areas to achieve positive drainage into the waterway and re-establish vegetation.
7. Maintain effective erosion control on the contributing watershed to prevent sedimentation and the resulting loss of capacity.
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8. Do not spray the waterway with herbicides intended for adjacent crops.  Avoid crossing waterways during spray operations, and then cross only if the spray equipment is completely shutoff.

9. Fertilize waterways the first spring after seeding and thereafter as necessary to maintain a vigorous stand of grass.  A soil test may be needed every 3 to 4 years.
10. Control noxious weeds.

11. Mow or periodically graze waterway vegetation to maintain capacity and reduce sediment deposition.  Mowing wildlife strips on either side of the waterway may be appropriate to enhance wildlife values, but must be conducted to avoid peak nesting seasons and reduced winter cover.
12. Where rock checks are installed, replace any dislodged rock and fill back to grade if displacement or settlement occurs.

13. Repair all broken subsurface drain lines adjacent to or in the waterway.

14. Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals.  Burrows may weaken earthen sections and develop flow paths for water and accelerate soil erosion or failure.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.
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