
LIST OF TENNESSEE NRCS PRACTICES REQUIRING PERMITS

     NRCS-TN Section I - Permits August 2014 

PRACTICES REQUIRING PERMITS OR REQUIRING 
PERMITS UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS

PRACTICE 
CODE CONDITIONS REQUIRING A PERMIT

Access Road 560

Any impact to a wetland; any drainage ditches constructed to 
protect the road that outlets into a stream; any stream crossing

Animal Trails and Landings 575

Any impact to a wetland; any drainage ditches constructed to 
protect the road that outlets into a stream; any stream crossing

Aquaculture Ponds 397
Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream

Channel Bed Stabilization 584 Always requires a permit

Clearing and Snagging 326

Clearing vegetation within a stream or wetland requires a 
permit; excavation of equipment access ramps into stream; 
debris removal alone does not require a permit

Constructed Wetland 656

Any impact to a wetland; any outlets into a stream; any fill 
material placed into a stream; many ditches are considered 
streams and/or wetlands

Dam 402
Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream

Dam Diversion 348 Always requires a permit

Dike 356

Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream; many ditches are 
considered streams and/or wetlands

Diversion 362
Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream

Drainage Water Management 554 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland
Dry Hydrant 432 Inlets from a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland

Early Successional Habitat Development/Management 647

Any impact to a wetland or stream; adjacent to or affecting a 
farmed wetland or a farmed wetland pasture (including shallow 
excavation, ditch plugs, levee breach, woody vegetation 
clearing)

Fence 382

Requires a permit from TVA if it's located in a 100-year 
floodplain of any tributary or in the 500-year floodplain of any 
of the major river systems

Fish Raceway or Tank 398 Always requires a permit if it's on a stream

Forest Trails and Landings 655

Any impact to a wetland; any drainage ditches constructed to 
protect the road that outlets into a stream; any stream crossing

Grade Stabilization Structure 410
Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream

Grassed Waterway 412 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland

Irrigation Land Leveling 464
Any excavation or earthfill in a wetland; many ditches are 
considered streams and/or wetlands

Irrigation Reservoir 436
Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream

Irrigation System, Surface and Subsurface 443

Any excavation or earthfill in a wetland; new ditches or pipes 
can provide wetland drainage; many ditches are considered 
streams and/or wetlands

Land Clearing 460
Any clearing in a wetland; any access road or path 
construction  

Land Smoothing 466
Any excavation or earthfill in a wetland; many ditches are 
considered streams and/or wetlands

Lined Waterway or Outlet 468 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland
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Livestock Pipeline 516
Outlets into, or inlets from, a stream or wetland; any impact to 
a wetland

Obstruction Removal 500
Clearing vegetation within a stream or wetland  requires a 
permit; debris removal alone doesn’t require a permit

Open Channel 582 Always requires a permit

Pond 378

Damming any stream; diverting water from a stream; 
construction in a wetland or changing the existing hydrology of 
a wetland; outlets into a stream or wetland

Precision Land Forming 462
Any excavation or earthfill in a wetland; many ditches are 
considered streams and/or wetlands

Pumping Plant 533 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland

Road/Trail/Landing Closure and Treatment 654

Any impact to a wetland; any drainage ditches that outlet into a 
stream that are modified or filled; any fill or excavation at a 
stream crossing

Sediment Basin 350
Outlets into a stream; impacts a wetland; or damming any 
stream

Shallow Water Development/Management 646

Any impact to a wetland or stream; adjacent to or affecting a 
farmed wetland or a farmed wetland pasture; inlets from or 
outlets into a stream or wetland

Spring Development 574

Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream

Stormwater Runoff Control 570

Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream; many ditches are 
considered streams and/or wetlands

Stream Crossing 578 Always requires a permit

Stream Habitat Improvement 395
Any excavation or fill material in a stream; any clearing of 
vegetation within a stream 

Streambank and Shoreline Protection 580 Always requires a permit

Structure for Water Control 587

Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream; many ditches are 
considered streams and/or wetlands

Subsurface Drain 606 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland
Surface Drainage, Field Ditch 607 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland
Surface Drainage, Main or Lateral 608 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland
Terrace 600 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland

Trails and Walkways 568
Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream

Underground Outlet 620 Outlets into a stream or wetland; any impact to a wetland

Water and Sediment Control Basin 638
Any impact to a wetland; outlets into a stream; damming any 
stream or diverting water from a stream

Wetland Creation 658

Any impact to a wetland or stream; adjacent to or affecting a 
farmed wetland or a farmed wetland pasture (including shallow 
excavation, ditch plugs, levee breach, clearing woody 
vegetation that's over 5 years old)

Wetland Restoration 657

Any impact to a wetland or stream; adjacent or affecting a 
farmed wetland or a farmed wetland pasture (including shallow 
excavation, ditch plugs, levee breach, clearing woody 
vegetation that's over 5 years old)
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