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Recognition during Planning 
Potential impact to cultural resources will be considered early 
in the planning process 
• Some practices involving ground disturbance may have 

potential to affect cultural resources 
• Make client aware of need to consider cultural resources 

and get input on known cultural resources    Use Fact 
Sheet (November 1999; pdf file in Section II eFOTG) 

• Make use of the opportunity, while completing other 
planning, inventory, and resource evaluations, to 
recognize the presence of and/or potential for cultural 
resources 

• Work with the client to plan practices that will not impact 
cultural resources recognized during planning (i.e. before 
decisions are made) or avoid by moving practice location 

 
Cultural Resources Consideration During Implementation 
Preliminary Review: Determine if NRCS-assisted activity has 
potential to affect cultural resources    Will the practice 
involve new ground disturbance or exceed depth of previous 
disturbance? (PRS here*) 
NO – record in case file and proceed with practice 
YES – Determine if cultural resources are in the area of 
potential effect (APE). 
1. Define the APE (limit to area where practice could impact 

cultural resources including actual construction areas, 
borrow areas, areas to be inundated access and incidental 
disturbances). 

2. Complete a Cultural Resources Review: 
a) Check Field Office Resource File 
b) Assess for high potential areas (soils, landscape 

setting, mineral resources, etc) 
c) Check NRCS case file and Field Office Cumulative 

Record for previous cultural resources activities 
3. Conduct Field Inspection 

a) Interview landowner, operator, for input on possible 
known cultural resources 

b) Determine current land use, kind and amount of prior 
disturbance, and surface visibility adequate to see 
cultural resources 

c) Proceed with transects of APE at approximately 30 
meter intervals over broad areas or zig-zag lines on 
linear practices 

d) Document results of field inspection in case file  
(PRS here*) 

e) Record APE in Field Office Cultural Resource 
Cumulative Record 

*NOTE: PRS ENTERED WHEN PRACTICE APPLIED
 
What if you find cultural resources? 
There may be cases where alternative practices or locations 
are not available and cultural resources cannot be avoided.  
The client may: 

 Allow the NRCS cultural resources specialist to evaluate 
the cultural resources that may be affected in consultation 
with the SHPO; OR 

 Refuse further NRCS assistance.  If further assistance is 
refused, there will by no record or reporting of the 
cultural resources.  Record the decision in the case file. 

Construction Discovery 
If cultural resources are encountered during construction, but prior 
to disturbance of the actual cultural resources, the client may: 
• Allow the NRCS cultural resources specialist to evaluate the 

cultural resources that may be affected in consultation with 
the SHPO; OR 

• Refuse further NRCS assistance.  If further assistance is 
refused, there will by no record or reporting of the cultural 
resource. 

If the cultural resources have been disturbed, suspend construction 
in that area and contact the NRCS cultural resources specialist 
immediately for assistance. 
 
If human remains are discovered during implementation: suspend 
work in that area immediately; protect the remains in place (do 
not disturb or remove); contact local law enforcement agencies to 
determine if remains are part of ongoing investigation; and 
contact the NRCS cultural resources specialist for assistance and 
guidance. 
 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
Record-keeping 
1. Case File Record 

Document cultural resources activities, results, and decisions 
in the case file 

2. Cumulative Record 
Why:  management continuity, monitoring, and reduction of 
work duplication. 
 Time savings in the long run 
 Documents identification efforts and areas included in a 

formal field inspection 
How:  mark the area of the field inspection (APE) in red in 
the soil survey or other suitable map resource dedicated as the 
Cultural Resource Cumulative Record 

Reporting 
Field inspections of practices that receive federal cost-share are to 
be reported quarterly to the state office 

 Make a photo copy of the appropriate soil survey sheet or 
USGS 7.5’ quad sheet with the county and sheet number or 
quad name included and the APE marked in red. 

 File the photo copy in the secure field office cultural resource 
file and forward to the zone office at the close of each 
quarter. The zone office will compile and send to the state 
office. The state office will provide copies to the SHPO. 

NOTE: Field inspections of practices that receive technical 
assistance only (non cost-shared), no reporting is required. 
 
REMEMBER: Records are property of NRCS 
NRCS will not share these records and information with outside 
agencies or the public (not subject to FOIA) 

 restricted access to protect the resource, the property on 
which it is located, landowner privacy 

 
 
Note: Contact cultural resources specialist for guidance when 
working on state or federal land. 
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