
Forage Suitability Groups

With the release of the new National Range and Pasture Handbook and previous releases
of the National Forestry Manuel, there is a new format for site descriptions for Rangeland
and Forestland.  Rangeland landscapes are now divided into ecological sites for the
purpose of inventory, evaluation, and management.  Additionally, the  “range site” name
has been changed to “ecological site”.  The “pasture and hayland group” names have also
been changed to “forage suitability groups”. The new formats will contain additional data
such as growth curves, rainfall and hydrology information, animal community narratives,
plus descriptive state and transition pathways.

Texas has 617 range sites that need to be converted to ecological sites and our state is
currently working to accomplish this task.  Ecological site information is a requirement in
conservation planning and implementing programs such as EQIP, WRP, CRP, and
numerous others.  The coordination for the completion of all ecological site descriptions
reside with NRCS.   This development effort is an important task for NRCS as
agricultural agencies, universities, municipalities, consulting groups, and private
landowners all utilize ecological site description information when working with natural
resources.

Currently, range site description are only available in hard copy format and are therefor
located in the County’s Field Office Technical Guide.  As range sites are converted to
ecological sites they will be posted on the National Plants Database web site.  Pasture
Group and Forage Suitability Group information is only available in the Field Office
Technical Guide.  To obtain a copy of this landscape information, please consider visiting
the appropriate NRCS Field Office.


