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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
County name  county, TEXAS
	OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN	
heavy use area protection
For apron around livestock watering facility

Producer/Land user: Landowner		Date: date.
Address: Address 1
	   Address 2
Description of practice location: Tract No. Tract 	Farm No. Farm 	Field No. Field 
A properly operated and maintained livestock watering facility and apron is an asset to your farm. This Heavy Use Area Protection or apron was designed and installed to protect your drinking facility and provide a safe and healthy location for livestock to access the watering facility. The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years. The life of this practice can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.
This practice will require you to perform periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance. Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.
GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS
Periodic inspections – annually and immediately following significant rainfall events.
Prompt repair or replacement of damaged components, especially surfaces that are subjected to wear or erosion. 
Require the regular removal and management of manure as needed.  
Gravel or Crushed Stone;  
Annually replace gravel or crushed stone material removed by livestock traffic or erosion.
Fill and grade any rutting, ponding and erosion areas adjacent to the apron to maintain good drainage and livestock footing.
Add additional gravel or crushed stone to maintain 6 inch thickness of apron from the bottom of the facility when apron is used for stability.
Concrete;
Inspect for and repair any cracks.
Fill and grade any undermining of concrete, rutting, ponding and erosion areas adjacent to the apron to maintain good drainage.  
sPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR INSTALLATION
Specific Recommendations
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Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office for any additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this Operation and Maintenance Plan for your conservation practice.
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