USDA, SCS
Section II-2
Technical Guide
Area 18

GRAVELLY HILL
MIXED PRAIRIE
RANGE SITE DESCRIPTION

Land Resource Area Trans-Pecos
Lucation
Date January 1, 1972

1. TOPOGRAPHY AND ELEVATION: This site consists of gravelly hills with
slopes ranging from gently rolling to moderately steep, 5 to 37 percent.
Elevations range from 4500 feet to G000 feet,

2, SOILS:

a, The soils of this site are shallow to very shallow, gravelly clay
loams, the gravel being rounded waterworn stones, to 10 inches in
diamter, with the majority ranging from 3 te 5 ineches, This is
underlain by a cemented layer of caliche, ranging from 1 to §
inches thick. These soils have a good plant-soil-moisture
relationship and are moderately permeable, but due to the cemented
caliche layer, deep percolation is restricted, water holding
capacity is low, and runoff is high.

b. A soil taxonomic unit which characterizes this sgite is:
Mitre gravelly clay loam

¢, Specific site location:

3. CLIMAX VEGETATION:

a, This site has a climax plant community strongly dominated by mid
and short grasses with occasional shrubs and forbs,
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Grasses

Sideoats grama
Cane bluestem

Green sprangletop
Arizona cottontop
Flains bristlegrass

Blue grama
Black grama
Bush mubly

Hairy grama
Sprucetop grama

Sand dropseed
S51lim tridens

. Rough tridemns

Perennial threeawns
Silver bluestem

Burrograss
Buffalograss

Hairy tridens
Fluffgrass
Ear muhly
Spike pappus

Annual grasses

| 35

RELATIVE PERCENTAGE

$5% Woody
Skeletonleaf
goldeneye

Range ratany

25 Creosotebush

Tarbush

Whitethorn acacia

Catclaw

25 Javelinabush

Lechuguilla
Cholla

5
Yucea
Ephedra

Sacahuista

2

2

1

T

2 Globemallow

3% EForbs 2%

Grassland croton

Bladderpod i1
Menodora ]
Milkwort |
Annual forbs 1
1
T

b, As retrogression oeccurs, fluffgrass, annual and perennial threeawns,

burrograss, and slim and rough tridens will increase.

Creosote=

bush, tarbush, sacahuista, cholla, mesquite and lechuguilla either
invade or increase on the deteriorated site,

c. Approximate total annual herbage yield of this site in excellent
condition ranges from 550 pounds per acre air-dry herbage in poor
years, to 850 pounds per acre in good years.

WILDLIFE MATIVE TO THIS SITE:

javelina are the principal wildlife species of this site.

Deer, antelope, dove, quail, and

Javelina

populations are greater in the southern portion of the =zone, due to

greater availability of choice foods.

Antelope numbers decrease due

to lack of open country in the southern part of the zone.

GUIDE TO IWITIAL STOCKING RATE:

Condition Class Climax Vegetation Ac/AU/¥r.L. AU/See/Y¥r.L,
Excellent 16=-100 4053 12-16
Good 51-75 49 =80 8-113
Fair 26-50 84-107 6-10
Poor 0=25 5-7

91-128
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RELATIVE FORAGE QUALITY OF SPECIZs 1/

a. Cattle
Primary Secondary Low Value
Sidecats grama Black grama Fluffgrass
Cane bluestem Hairy grama Ear muhly
Green sprangletop Sprucetop grama Burrograss
Arizona cottontop Sand dropsesd Annual grasses
Bush muhly Slim & rough tridens  Sacahuista
Plains bristlegrass Perennial threeawn Lechuguilla
Blue grama Silver bluestem Cholla
Black grama Buffal grass Yucca
Menodora Range ratany Mesquite
Skeletonleaf Creosotebush
goldeneye Tarbush
Ephedra
Bladderpod
Globemallow
b, Sheep
Primary Secondary Low Value
Menodora Ephedra Fluffgrass
Bladderpod Silver bluestem Ear muhly
Globemallow Threeawns Burrograss
Milkwort Slim tridens Sacahuista
Skeletonleaf goldeneye Rough tridens Javelinabush
Range ratany Grassland eroton Creosotebush
Sideocats grama Yucca
Hairy tridens Tarbush
Flains bristlegrass Mesquite
Buffalograss Lechuguilla

Some annual forbs

c. Goats
Primary Secondary Low Value
Skeletonleaf goldeneye Ephedra Burrograss
Range ratany Black grama Ear muhly
Ephedra Hairy grama Fluffgrass
Bladderpod Sprucetop grama Spike pappus
Menodora Sand dropseed lMesquite
Milkwort Slim & rough tridens  Creosotebush
Annual forbs Silver bluestem Yucca
Acacia Perennial threeawns Tarbush
Sideocats Buffalograss Lechuguilla
Cane bluestem Javelinabush

Green sprangletop
Arizona cottontop

Annual grasses
Croton

Plains bristlegrass Cholla
Big muhly Sacahuista
Blue grama

1/ Definitions of terms and an

explanation of interpretations is given on a
separate page which is attached with each group of range site descriptionms,



TP-CGH-MP
d., Deer
Primary

Skeletonleaf goldeneye
Fange ratany
Bladderpod

Menodora

Lechuguilla

Some annual forbs
Sidecats grama

Green sprangletop
Plains bristlegrass
Buffalograss

Antelope

Primary

Skeletonleaf goldeneye
Range ratany
Bladderpod

Menodora

Globemal low

Millkwort

Buffalograss

Some annual Fforbs

Dove and Quail

Primary

Seed of:

Acacias

Croton

Bladderpod
Menodora

Croton

Bladderpod
Menodora
Globemallow

Plains bristlegrass

Secondary

Cane bluestem
Arizona cottontop
Blue grama

Black grama

Hairy grama
Sprucetop grama
Sand dropseed

Slim & rough tridens

Secondary

Sidepats grama
Cane bluestem
Green sprangletop
Arizona cottoniop
Plains bristlegrass
Blue grama

Black grama

Hairy grama
Sprucetop grama
Sand dropseed
Perennial threeawns
Silver bluestem
Croton

Secondary

Seed of:

Tridens

Sand dropseed

Hast of some woody
shrubs

Hard-seeded annual forbs

Low Value

Mesquite
Creosoisbush
Yucca
Tarbush
Javelinabush
Croton
Cholla
Sacahuista
Burrograss
Ear muhly
Fluffgrass
Annual zrasses

Low Value

Mesquite
Creosotebush
Yucca
Tarbush
Lechuguilla
Javelinabush
Cholla
Sacahuista
Slim tridens
Burrograss
Ear muhly
Fluffgrass

Low Value

Seed of:

Cane bluestem
Burrograss
Fluffgrass
Threeawns
Gramas

Muhlys
Creosotebush
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7. Javelina

&

Primary Secondary Low Value
Lechuguilla Perennial grasses Annual grasses
Yucca roots Perennial forbs Woody shrubs
Roots of perennial Ephedra
grasses and forbs Sacahuista

Mast of most woody
shrubs and cacti



