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GRAVELLY LOAM
RANGE SITE DESCRIFTION

Land Resource Area BL

Location _¢ ofolings

Date ;. -~ o4 “33HAL71

TOPOGRAPHY AND ELEVATION: This site occurs as nearly level to sloping

uplands. olopes range from O to 10 percent, but are mainly less than
5 percent. Elevation ranges from 300 to 800 feet.

The soils of this site are deep loams or clay loams over mottled
clays. The characteristic which exerts the greatest influence on
plant growth is the grovel comtent. The gravel ranges in size
from .5 to 3.0 inches in diamcter and is dispersed throughout

the profile, constituting 35 percent or more of the soil by
volume, The gravel greatly reduces the water and fertility
holding capacity. These conditions make this a droughty site.
Once the mative plants have been depleted, they are slow to
recover and difficult to re-establish. Many areas of these

goils have been mined for gravel.

Some so0il taxonomic units which characterize the site are:
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CLIMAX VEGETATION:
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The potential plont community on this site i= 2 very open savannah
consisting of scattered individual trecs and motts of live ozk.
Little bluestem dominates the plant community, making up over 50
percent of the total annual yield, Alse occurring, but less
frequently or in smaller amounts are Indiangrass, sideocats grama,
silver bluestem, tall dropseeds, Texas wintergrass. Forbs and
legumes are abundant and add color to the landscape and variety
to the diet of animals feeding on the site.

RELATIVE PERCENTAGE

Grasses 85% Woody 5% Forbs 10%
Little bluestem G5O Tive oak Aairy sunflower
Indiangrass 10 Hackberry Englemanndaisy
Elm ¢ Halfshrub sundrop
Sidecats grama Post ocak Penstemon
Silver bluestem 20 Bumelia Blacksamson
Tall dropseeds Elhewhbush Gayfeather 10
Texas wintergrass Coralberry Indian plantain
Sumac Prairieparsley
- Milkvetch
Texas cupgrass Spiderwort
Low panicums Bundleflower
Hairy grama 5 Prairieclover
Buffalograss Sensitivebriar
Fall witchgrass Yellow neptunia
Sedges Gaura
Ruellia
Trailing ratany
Knotweed leafflower
Scurfpea
Western ragweed
Croton
Snow=-on-the T
Prairie

Little bluestem, Indiangrass, and palatable forbs are the
principal decreasers under prolonged heavy grazing by cattle.
Sideoats grame, silver bluestem, tall dropseeds, Texas wintergrass
and the less palatable forbs are incrensers on the site.

Likely occupants of the site in a deteriorated condition include
hairy grama, hairy tridens, Texas grama, threeawns, poverty
dropseed, milkweed, nightshades, beebalm, verbenas, curlycup
gumweed, western ragweed, scullecaps, larkspur, croton, broomweed,
mesquite, eastern redcedar, cactus, coralberry, bumelia, clbowbush,
and sumac.

Approximate totol annual yield of this site in excellent condition
ranges from 2000 to LS00 pounds of airedry vegetation per acre, de-
pending on rainfall and growing conditions,
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WILDLIFE MATIVE TO THE SITE: Quail and dove inhabit this site.
Deer numbers are limited by scarcity of cover amd browse. The site
becomes more hibitatable for deer when range condition declines and
woody plants increase and invade.

GUIDE TO INITIAL STOCKING RATE:

Percent
a, Condition Class Climax vegatatiﬂn Ac/au/Yearlong
Fxcellent e = 10 10 = 13
Good 51 - 75 13 - 16
Fair 26 = 5O 16 - 20
Poor 0 - 25 20+
b, Introduced Species FPercent Ground Cover
100-76  15-51 G50-26 25-0
Common Bermudagrass T0-1 ~1h-18 T8-2L 2L+
KR, Kleberg bluestem 7-10 10-15 15-22 22+

RELATIVE FORAGE QUALITY OF SPECIES 1/

a., For Cattle

Primary 2/ Secondary 3/ Low Value L/

Little bluestem eoats grama Ennuals
Indiangrass Silver bluestem Hairy grama
Texas cupgrass Tall dropseeds Hairy tridens
Englemanndaisy Texas wintergrass Texas grama
Halfshrub sundrop Low panicums Threeawns
Fenstemon Sedges Priarieparsley
Gayfeather Buffaleograss Ragweed
Sensitivebriar Blacksamson Croton
Enotweed leafflower Frairieclover Woollywhite
Bundleflower Snow-on=the-Prairie
Meptunia Milkweeds
Seurfpea Hightshade
Ruellia Curlycup gumweed

Gau Other wood lants
Haéfc erry B



b, For Quail and Dove 5/

Ca

Prima

Ragweeﬁs

Croton
Snow-on-the Frairie
Partridgepesa
Sunflowers

Bund leflower
Sensitivebriar
Yellow neptunia
Panicum =seeds
FPaspalum seeds
Mast

For Deer

Primary

Mast

Greenbrier
Hackberry

Elm
Englemanndaisy
censitivebriar
Bundleflower
Yellow neptunia
Hescuegrass

Low panicums
Anmazal bromes
Knotweed leafflower
Milk wvetch

Seconda
Prairieclover
Seurfpea

Trailing wildbean
Gaura

Secondary
ak leaves % twigs

Honeylocust
Bumelia
Elbowbush

Sumac
Blacksamson
Gayfeather
Gaura
Prairieclover
Scurfpea
Spiderwort
Ruellia
Trailing ratany
Fall witchgrass
Texas wintergrass
Sedees

Low Value

Fﬁzzy seeded
grasses & forbs

Mon mast-producing
woody plants

Low Value
lesquite
Pricklypear
Hastern redcedar
Osage=orange
Ragweed

Croton
Partridgepea
Faintbrush
BElusebornets
Scullecaps
Verbenas
Larkspur
Indianplantain
Prairieparsley
Weollywhite
Snow-on~-the-Frairie
Milkweeds
Hightshades



