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SANDY FLAT
RANGE SITE DESCRIPTION
PE 37 244

1. PHYSIOGRAPHIC FEATURES: This site occurs on neérly level benches or

4.

terraces near the coast and on nearly level uplands. Slopes are predo-
minately less than 1 percent. Elevation ranges from 5 to 115 feet. Extra
water Is recoived from surrounding sites of hicher elevations Seasonai
water table occurs at depths of 1 to 3 feet below the wurface.

2. SOILS:

Ihese deep soils have loamy fine sand or fine sand surfaces that are
3 to 19 inches thick. Subsoils are dense fine sandy loam or sandy
clay loam with more than 15 percent exchangeable sodium. The blocky
structure of the subsoil impedes the movement of air, water and roots.
Fertility and available moisture holding capacity are low. '
&

Soil tawxonomic unit(s) which characterize this site:

Sauz fine sand

Sauz loamy fine sand

Specific site location:

B CLIMATE:

a.

The average annual rainfall ranges from 23.5 to 33.8 inches. The
ereatest amounts fall in the period August—~September-October. November
through March are the driest months. The relative low rainfall in July
and August coupled with high temperatures causes a mid-summer slump in
the growth curve.

Bigh winds are common from late February through mid-April which causes
farge losses by evaporation from the soil surface, especially wherce the
rurface is exposcd. Annual evaporation ranges from 52 to 58 inches per
vear.
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c. The average growing season of warm season plants is about 290 days.
The last killing frost occurs about February 20 and the first frost
about December 5. Temperatures average from 510 to 54° F in January
and from 83” to 869 F in July. Warm season plants normally make about
60 to 707 ol their growth between March 15 td June 15 and most of the
remainder in September, October and early November,

%

4. CLTMAX VECGETATTON: .

a. The climax vegetatrion on this site is an open prairie. This site is
dominated by mid grasses such as gulf cordgrass and seacoast bluesten.

Percentage of Total Plant Community (air-ory weight)

Grasses - 95%  Woody T Forbs 5%
Gulf cordgrass 30 Mesquite Snoutbean
Seacoast bluestem i5 Tasajillo Partridgepea ,
Gulf croton
Bushy bluestem Gaillardia =pp.
_Broomsedge bluestem 10 Sensativebriar
Annial forbe
*Switchgrass 10
Alkali sacaton 5
Purple dropseed 5
Hardwick paspalum .
Brownseed paspalum 5

Florida paspalum

Nealtey sprangletop
Tropic sprangletop 5
Dominican sprangletop

Hoodoed windmillyrass
Frinzed signilgrass P!
Stin<grass

Red lovegras:s

Gummy lovegrass
Mediterrenian lovegrass 5
Tumble lovegrass
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b. As retrogression occurs, gulf cordgrass, purple dropseed, brownseod
paspalum, hardwick paspalum, and hooded windmillgrass are Likely
intreasers. In a deteriorated condition, gulf cordgrass may increase
to 90 percent along with invaders such as fringed signalgrass, stink-
grass, ved lovegrass, and gummy lovegrass.

¢. Approximate total annual yield of this site in excellent condition
ranges lrom 2000 pounds per acre in poor years to 5000 pounds per acre
atr dry weight in good vyears.
5. WILDLIFE ADAPTED TO THE SITE: This site is dnhibited by dove and quail
with scattered population of deer.

6. ESTHETIC AND '‘RELATED VALUES: Seacoast, hushy, and broomsedge bluestem com-
bine their wveddish brown colors with the bright green of gulf cordgrass to
create a beautiful sea of waving colors as the gentle gulf breeze rolls
across the/open prairie. The rusty red and yellow colors of Gaillardia add
another cglorful dimension to the volling sea of grass. ¢ Dove pevched in ,
the scattered trees can be secen outlined against the bright orange of the
getting/@un,

: /

7. oYDROLOGIC CHARACTERTISTICS: Soils in this site are grouped into hydrologic

‘group B. Thev have a low runoff and crosior potent-al. When hydrologic

Chaf&?teristics of the vegetative cover is yood, thr hydrologic curve num-—

ber is about 60. Retfer to SCS8 National Engireering Handbook, section 4,

to détermine runoff{ quantitiecs {rom these curves. When the hydreologic )

chavacteristic of the vegetation coudicion is less than good, field investi-

gations are needed to determin. hydiulogic curve numbers.

8. GUIDE TO INITIAL STOCKING RATE

Porcent
4. Condition Cliss Clinax Vegetation Ac/Au/Yearlong
Excellent 76 - 100 11 - 15
Good 51 - 75 14 - 19
Fair 26 ~ 50 18 - 24
Poor 0 - 25 23+
b Introduced Species
Percent
Ground Cover Ac/Au/Yearlong
100 - 76 10 - 14
75 - 51 13 - 18
50 - 76 17 - 22

25 - 0 21+
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RELATIVE FORAGE QUALITY OF SPECIES 1/

a. Cartle

Primary 2/ Secondary 3/ © Low Value 4/
Seacoast blucktem Gulf cordgrass - Most other grasses
Broomsedge bluestem Bushy bluestem Gulf crotoy
Switchgrass Purple dropsced Gaillardia spp.
Alkali sacaton Hardwick paspalum Annual forbs
Brownseed paspalum
- Hooded windmillgrass

b. Dove and Quail 5/

Primary Secondary Low Value

Croton Sensativebr vae Mesquite ,
Partridgepea Snontbean Tasaijillo

Pagpalum spp. Most grasses

Panicum spp.

‘JZ/Definitiaﬂs of torms and an explanation of intevpretations is given on a
separate page which is attached or submitted with each group of range

site descriptions.




WIOH - SC

- - Page 5
3 Ton S ‘ 3/80
Jechnicas oisde USDA-SCS

iz Texas
ress 24 25 MLRA-83, /55

1/ This rating system provides general guidance as to animal preference for
plant species. 1Tt also indicates competition between kinds of animals
for the various plants. Grazing preference changes from time to time and
place to place depending upon the animal, plant palatability and nutritive
value, stage of growth and season of use, relative abundance, and asso-
ciated plants.  Crazing proference doos not necessarily reflect #he place

of a plant in the range ecosystoen.

2/ These species generally decrease under prolonged heavy grazing.

3/ These plants usually increase initially, then decrease under prolonged

heavy use.
4/ These plants continue to increase with heavy grazing use.
5/ For these wildlife species the terms primary, secondary 4nd low value indi--

cate animal preference only. They do not indicate plant response to feeding
pressure; nor do they have any ccological significance.
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