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General specifications are reviewed periodically and updated if needed.  To obtain the current 
version of this specification, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service State Office 
or visit the electronic Field Office Technical Guide. 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
CONSERVATION PRACTICE GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 

Texas 
 

SURFACE DRAIN 
FIELD DITCH 

(Ft.) 
Code 607 

1. SCOPE 

The work shall consist of furnishing all labor and equipment for the constructing the open drainage 
ditch and spreading the spoil to the planned alignment, and grade.  

2. LOCATION 

The planned location of the drainage ditch shall be as shown on furnished drawings or as 
staked in the field. 

3. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE UTILITIES 

Utilities are defined to be overhead and underground power or communication lines, and 
pipelines. All utilities discovered to be in the work area are shown on the drawings or sketches. 
However, the absence of indicators on the drawings or sketches does not assure the 
nonexistence of utilities in the work area. The contractor is alerted to conduct his/her own search 
and discovery for utilities in order to lessen or avoid potential damages. The owner/operator shall 
complete TX-EN-80B, “Cooperator Confirmation of the One Call Utility Safety System”, prior to 
layout or any ground disturbance and return it to an NRCS representative.  

4. SITE PREPARATION 

The land to be excavated and areas to be occupied by earthen spoil material shall be cleared of 
trees, brush, tall standing vegetation, crop residue, trash, and other debris  

5. MATERIALS 

Material excavated from the drainage ditch and spread in the spoil area shall be free of 
objectionable material such as roots, brush, and debris that may interfere with performance of the 
ditch and with shaping of the spoil as specified. Undesirable material will be disposed of as 
specified. 

6. PLACEMENT OF EARTH MATERIAL 

The drainage ditch shall be constructed to dimensions specified on the drawings or as staked in 
the field. Earth spoil material from the excavated ditch shall be spread,shaped, or placed in 
spoilbanks as specified or as shown on the drawings. The spoil material area shall be finished so 
the surface can be readily traveled upon by farm type equipment. 

7. REMOVAL OF WATER 

It will be the contractor' responsibility to perform work required for the removal of surface or 
groundwater as needed to perform the required construction in accordance with the specifications  
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and drawings. The contractor will be responsible for the repair of any damage incurred by failure 
of his dewatering system. 

8. CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS 

Construction operations shall be carried out in such a manner that erosion and air and water 
pollution will be minimized. 

9. MEASUREMENT 

Measurement for volume of excavation will be based on the designed cross sectional area 
computed from the natural ground line to the designed neat line of the ditch for measured length 
of the ditch. The volume of ditch excavation will be computed to the nearest cubic yard. 

10. CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 

 

This construction specification, attached construction details, and the requirement for 
completion of a TX-ENG-80B have been reviewed with me and I agree to install this 
practice according to these construction specifications. 

______________________________                  _______________________________ 
Owner/Operator          Date 


