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September 15, 1992

TECHNICAL NOTE - PLANT MATERIALS TX-5

Re: Hammer-Milling Grass, Forb, and Legume Seed

Hammer-milling is an excellent way to condition field-run seed
materials before cleaning. Species such as Panicum, Sporobulus,
Eragrostis, Desmanthus, Cassia, and Helianthus are processed
through the hammer-mill to remove the glumes or to free the seed
from the pods. The removal of this plant debris during cleaning
upgrades purity and provides better control of seeding rates and
more uniform flow through the planter. The removal of awns on
such species as Indiangrass and most bluestems facilitates the
planting process as there is less adhesion and "bridging-over" of
seed in the planter box and drop tubes.

Specialized equipment and constant monitoring are required to
avoid seed damage. Total removal of glumes or cracked seed coats
results if too much speed is used and/or the screen size is too

small.
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HAMMERMILL DATA

GRASSES

SPECIES

Agropyron smithii
Andropocaon barbinodis

Andropocaon caucasicus
Andropoqgon gerardii
Andropoaon hallii
Bouteloua curtipendula
Bouteloua gracilis
Bouteloua pectinata
Dichanthium spp.
Eragrostis curvula
Eragrostis lehmanniana
Eragrostis trichodes
Panicum coloratum
Panicum havardii
Panicum virgatum
Panicum virgatum
Schizachyrium scoparium
Sorgastrum nutans
Spartina pectinata

Sporobolus airoides
Sporobolus texanus

Sporobolus wrightii
Trichachne californica
Trichloris crinita
Trichloris pluriflora
Tripsacum dactvloides

FORBS_AND_LEGUMES

Species

Desmanthus illingis
Desmanthus virgatus
Desmanthus velutinus
Engelmannia pinnatifida
Indigofera leptosepala
Simsia calva
Strophostyles helvola
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COMMON NAME

western wheatgrass
cane bluestem
caucasian bluestem
big bluestem

sand bluestem
sideoats grama
blue grama

tall grama

old world bluestem
weeping loveqgrass
lehmann lovegrass
sandhill lovegrss
kleingrass

havard panicum
switchgrass (small)
switchgrass (large)
little bluestem
Indiangrass
prairie cordgrass
alkali sacaton
Texas dropseed

big sacaton
Arizona cottontop
two-flower trichloris
four-flower trichloris
eastern gama

Common_Name

Illinois bundleflower
prostrate bundleflower
velvet bundleflower
Engelmanndaisy
western indigo
bushsunflower
trailing wildbean

SCREEN SIZE

3/8 inch
172 inch
1/2 inch
1/2 inch
172 inch
174 inch
172 inch
172 inch
1/2 inch
1716 inch
1716 inch
1/8 inch
1716 inch
1/8 inch
174 inch
3/8 inch
172 inch
172 inch
1/2 inch
1716 inch
1716 inch
1/8 inch
3/8 inch
172 inch
172 inch
172 inch

Screen Size

3/8 inch
172 inch
3/8 inch
3/8 inch
174 inch
172 inch
172 inch
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