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Conservation Practice Standard Overview

Access Road (560)

Access roads are travel ways for equipment
and vehicles constructed as part of a
conservation plan.

Practice Information

Access roads are installed to provide a fixed
route for vehicular travel for resource
management activities while protecting the
soil, water, air, fish, wildlife, and other adjacent
natural resources. Access roads range from
seasonal-use roads designed for low speed
and rough driving conditions to all-weather
roads heavily used by the public and designed
with safety as a high priority.

Access roads are designed to serve the
enterprise or planned use with the expected
vehicular or equipment traffic. The type of
vehicle or equipment, speed, loads, soil,
climate, and other conditions under which
vehicles and equipment are expected to
operate must be considered. Planned work
must also comply with all Federal, State, and
local laws and regulations.

Operation and maintenance of the access

road include requirements for inspection of
culverts, roadside ditches, water bars, and
outlets after each major runoff event and

restore flow capacity as needed. Fill low areas
in travel treads and regrade, as needed, to
maintain road cross-section and maintain
vegetated areas.

Common Associated Practices

Access Road (560) is applied for various land
uses, including headquarters areas, cropland,
pasture, and forestland. Commonly associated
conservation practices include Critical Area
Planting (342), Fence (382), Heavy Use Area
(561), Diversion (362), and Dust Control on
Unpaved Roads and Surfaces (373).

For further information, contact your local
NRCS field office.
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