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Trails and walkways are pathways prepared 
for pedestrian, equestrian, bicycle, and other 
off-road modes of recreation travel, farm 
workers, construction/maintenance access, 
and small walk-behind equipment. 

 

Prac ce Informa on 

Trails and walkways are prepared paths, trails, 
and walkways that are needed for effective 
and safe use of recreation resources. 

This practice is used to save and maintain key 
trees and other vegetation having scenic 
value, provide shade, reduce erosion and 
runoff, provide dens and food for wildlife, or 
add to the visual quality of the area. Sustained 
grades are dictated by good judgment for the 
purpose intended by considering the 
topography, but should not exceed 10 percent. 
Where public use is anticipated, roads are 
designed to meet applicable Federal, State, 
and local criteria. 

Walkways and trails are constructed to a 
planned guide and cross section. All drainage 
structures and surfacing are installed 
according to plans and detailed specifications. 
Safety features, including signs and 
guardrails, safety fences at key locations, and 
removal of existing fences, must be included 
according to the plans. Construction 

operations are carried out in such a manner 
that erosion, and air and water pollution are 
minimized and held within legal limits. 

This practice will require maintenance over the 
expected life of the practice. 

Common Associated Prac ces 

Trails and Walkways 568) are commonly 
associated with conservation practices, such 
as Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645), 
Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644), 
Access Control (472), Heavy Use Area 
Protection (561), and Critical Area Planting 
(342). 

     
For further information, contact your local 
NRCS field office. 

Trails and Walkways (568) 

Helping People Help the Land 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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