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In salinity and sodic soil management; soil, 
water, and plants are managed to control and 
minimize the accumulations of salts and/or 
sodium on the soil surface and in the crop 
rooting zone.  

Prac ce Informa on 

This practice applies to all land uses where 
the concentration or toxicity of salt limits the 
growth of desirable plants or where excess 
sodium causes crusting and permeability 
problems. This practice also applies to 
nonirrigated land where a combination of 
factors such as topography, soils, geology, 
precipitation, vegetation, land use, and 
cultural/structural practices can increase the 
extent and concentration of salts in saline 
seep areas. 

Reducing the severity and extent of salinity is 
accomplished primarily with recharge and 
discharge water management. Recharge 
management is used on areas that contribute 
excess water to the soil and includes 
decreasing infiltration of excess saline water 
and irrigation to maintain salts at a level below 
the root zone.  Discharge management is 
used on areas where excess water comes to 
the soil surface and includes growing salt 
tolerant crops, reducing deep tillage, and 
eliminating seepage. 

Common Associated Prac ces 

Salinity and Sodic Soil Management (610) is 
commonly applied with conservation practices 
such as Conservation Crop Rotation (328), 
Cover Crop (340), Deep Tillage (324), 
Irrigation Water Management (449), 
Monitoring Well (353), Nutrient Management 
(590), Pest Management (595), Residue 
Management (344), Subsurface Drain (606), 
Surface Drainage (607), and Drainage Water 
Management (554). 

For further information, contact your local 
NRCS field office. 

 

Salinity and Sodic Soil Management 
(610) 

Helping People Help the Land 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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