Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645): Monitoring and Management – Low Intensity
Landowner / Land Manager Monitoring Form for Sage Grouse Habitat - Feb 2013
Name:___________________________________________ Monitoring Year:_____________________________
NRCS Contact:_____________________________________ NRCS Contract Number:_______________________
This monitoring form is required to be completed by the landowner/manager for all NRCS contracts with Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) – Monitoring and Management, Low Intensity.  Submit this completed monitoring form to NRCS to fulfill 645 practice requirements and receive payment.  The first year, two monitoring periods are required, one prior to implementation and one post implementation.  In all subsequent years, only one monitoring period per year is required.  Post implementation monitoring is recommended for June.  Monitoring should occur around the same time period every year 645 is in the contract.  NRCS staff will assist in selecting monitoring locations and will make a map after monitoring points have been selected.

1. Sage Grouse Sign:  Sign may include birds, leks, lek activity, feathers, scat, nests, and eggs.  Note from casual observation all year.  See “Sage Grouse Habitat in Utah: A Guide for Landowners and Managers” for more information on sage grouse sign.  Add additional sheets if needed.
Sign:___________________________________________Date:______________ Location:__________________
Sign:___________________________________________Date:______________ Location:__________________
Sign:___________________________________________Date:______________ Location:__________________
Sign:___________________________________________Date:______________ Location:__________________
Sign:___________________________________________Date:______________ Location:__________________
Sign:___________________________________________Date:______________ Location:__________________
Sign:___________________________________________Date:______________ Location:__________________
Sign:___________________________________________Date:______________ Location:__________________
General Wildlife Observations and Notes:								__________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Photo Points:  Monitor at least 1x / year.  One photo set shall be taken pre-project implementation and one photo set shall be taken every year post-project implementation.  Take photos in all four cardinal directions showing primarily ground with minimal sky.  Photos should be taken the same month every year (June recommended).  At a minimum, have one photo point per 500/ac in contract, including at least one per habitat type treated (winter, lek, nesting, brood rearing).  Label with site, direction and date, then attach or email photos.  

3. Plant Monitoring:  One plant monitoring documentation shall be completed pre-project implementation and one plant monitoring documentation shall be completed every year post-project implementation.  Plant monitoring points shall occur at all photo points.  Reference the Prescribed Grazing (528) monitoring sheet, if applicable.  Label and attach or email photos of plants.  Add additional sheets for each monitoring point.

Name/Number of Monitoring Area:________________________________________Monitoring Date:_________

A. Are there young (less than 6”) sagebrush in sight?:___________________________________________________
Are there more, less, or about the same as last year?:_________________________________________________
B. Are there young (less than 12”) junipers in sight?:____________________________________________________
Are there more, less, or about the same as last year?:_________________________________________________
C. How many different species of flowering plants (forbs) are there in sight?:________________________________
Are there more, less, or about the same as last year?:_________________________________________________
D. Average grass height:___________________________________________________________________________
Changes in grass height from last year: ____________________________________________________________
E. Invasive plant species in sight:____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trend in numbers and cover of invasive plants:______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Other invasive species in monitoring area (out of sight):_______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
F. Grazing regime (time, timing, and intensity at this location in the last year):_______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
G. Previous month’s preciptitation:__________________________________________________________________ 
Previous year’s precipitation:____________________________________________________________________
Source of precipitation info:_____________________________________________________________________
Other weather notes:____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Fence Collision Monitoring:  If fence marking is part of the conservation plan, walk fence line of marked fence to count dead birds at least 1x / year, once pre-marking (if retrofit) and every year post-marking.  Observations should occur within the same month every year.  Attach map of fences with names.  Add additional sheets if needed. 
	Name of fence:__________________________________
Date of fence monitoring:_________________________
Is fence marked or unmarked:______________________
Number of miles of fence monitored:________________
Number of dead grouse:___________________________
Other dead animals:______________________________
	Name of fence:__________________________________
Date of fence monitoring:_________________________
Is fence marked or unmarked:______________________
Number of miles of fence monitored:________________
Number of dead grouse:___________________________
Other dead animals:______________________________

	Name of fence:__________________________________
Date of fence monitoring:_________________________
Is fence marked or unmarked:______________________
Number of miles of fence monitored:________________
Number of dead grouse:___________________________
Other dead animals:______________________________
	Name of fence:__________________________________
Date of fence monitoring:_________________________
Is fence marked or unmarked:______________________
Number of miles of fence monitored:________________
Number of dead grouse:___________________________
Other dead animals:______________________________

	Name of fence:__________________________________
Date of fence monitoring:_________________________
Is fence marked or unmarked:______________________
Number of miles of fence monitored:________________
Number of dead grouse:___________________________
Other dead animals:______________________________
	Name of fence:__________________________________
Date of fence monitoring:_________________________
Is fence marked or unmarked:______________________
Number of miles of fence monitored:________________
Number of dead grouse:___________________________
Other dead animals:______________________________

	Name of fence:__________________________________
Date of fence monitoring:_________________________
Is fence marked or unmarked:______________________
Number of miles of fence monitored:________________
Number of dead grouse:___________________________
Other dead animals:______________________________
	Name of fence:__________________________________
Date of fence monitoring:_________________________
Is fence marked or unmarked:______________________
Number of miles of fence monitored:________________
Number of dead grouse:___________________________
Other dead animals:______________________________
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5. Drowning Monitoring:  If escape ramps are part of the conservation plan, monitor at least 1x / year, count dead wildlife (all species) in troughs where escape ramps have been / will be installed, once pre-ramp installation (if retrofit) and every year post-ramp installation.  Observations should occur within the same month every year.  Attach map of troughs with names.  Add additional sheets if needed.
	Name of trough:_________________________________
Date of trough monitoring:________________________
Is escape ramp installed (Y or N):___________________
Does ramp need repairs (Y or N):___________________
Species/number of dead animals:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
	Name of trough:_________________________________
Date of trough monitoring:________________________
Is escape ramp installed (Y or N):___________________
Does ramp need repairs (Y or N):___________________
Species/number of dead animals:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

	Name of trough:_________________________________
Date of trough monitoring:________________________
Is escape ramp installed (Y or N):___________________
Does ramp need repairs (Y or N):___________________
Species/number of dead animals:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
	Name of trough:_________________________________
Date of trough monitoring:________________________
Is escape ramp installed (Y or N):___________________
Does ramp need repairs (Y or N):___________________
Species/number of dead animals:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

	Name of trough:_________________________________
Date of trough monitoring:________________________
Is escape ramp installed (Y or N):___________________
Does ramp need repairs (Y or N):___________________
Species/number of dead animals:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
	Name of trough:_________________________________
Date of trough monitoring:________________________
Is escape ramp installed (Y or N):___________________
Does ramp need repairs (Y or N):___________________
Species/number of dead animals:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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