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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
    UTAH CONSERVATION PRACTICE JOB SHEET 

TREE/SHRUB PRUNING  (ACRE) 
CODE  660

LANDOWNER FIELD / MANAGEMENT UNIT DATE

LEGAL DESCRIPTION CONTRACT ITEM NUMBER AREA (ACRE) JOB CLASS

PURPOSE  

□ Improve the appearance of trees or shrubs, e.g., ornamental plants and Christmas trees. 

□ Improve the quality of wood products. 

□ Improve the production of plant products, e.g., nuts, fruits, boughs and tips. 

□ Reduce fire and/or safety hazards. 

□ Improve the growth and vigor of understory plants. 

□ Adjust the foliage and branching density or rooting length for other specific intents, such as wind and 
snow control, noise abatement, access control, and visual screens and managing competition. 

□ Improve health and vigor of woody plants e.g., disease, insect and injury damage. 

TREE/SHRUB PRUNING – GENERAL (ALL PURPOSES)  
PRUNING TECHNIQUES:       □ HARDWOOD PRUNING □ CONIFER PRUNING

PRUNING TOOLS: □ PRUNING SHEARS □ LOPPERS

□ POLE SAWS □ BOW SAWS

□ CHAIN SAWS

□ OTHER  

TIME OF PRUNING: □ DORMANT PERIOD (NOVEMBER – MARCH) □ ACTIVE GROWING PERIOD

EXTENT OF PRUNING: □ LESS THAN 1/3 OF CROWN □ LESS THAN ½ OF TOTAL HEIGHT

PRUNING OR SHEARING – CHRISTMAS TREES

PRUNING: □ SLOW GROWTH

● EXTENT OF PRUNING: □ LOWER BRANCHES OF CROWN □ ABOUT ONE-HALF OF TOTAL HEIGHT

SHEARING: □ IMPROVE CROWN SYMMETRY                       □ IMPROVE CROWN SHAPE
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● BEGINNING PERIOD: □ 3 TO 5 YEARS OLD (~3 FEET IN HEIGHT) □ LEADER GROWTH > 12 INCHES

● EXTENT: □ EVERY OTHER YEAR          □ UNTIL MARKETED

● PERIOD: □ PINES – JULY THROUGH AUGUST         □ SPRUCES AND FIRS – OCTOBER
THROUGH MAY

● TAPER: □ ABOUT 40 TO 70 PERCENT

● LEADERS: □ CUT LEADER TO ABOUT 8 TO 12 INCHES        □ REMOVE EXTRA LEADERS

PRUNING – GROWTH AND VIGOR

PRUNING PERIOD: □ DORMANT SEASON (NOVEMBER THROUGH MARCH) 

HEALTH AND VIGOR: □ REMOVE DEAD AND DISEASED BRANCHES □ CLEAN TOOLS BETWEEN CUTS

FLOWERING SHRUBS: □ FOLLOWING BLOOMING PERIOD 

PRUNING – IMPROVE QUALITY OF WOOD PRODUCTS

SPECIES (IN ORDER OF PRIORITY): □ PONDEROSA PINE

□ LODGEPOLE  PINE, 15 TO 25 YEARS OLD

□   SPRUCE/FIR
□ DOUGLAS FIR

PRUNING PERIOD: □ DORMANT SEASON (OCTOBER THROUGH MAY) 

EXTENT: □ 50 TO 100 CROP TREES PER ACRE        □ GROW TO MATURITY (HOLD TRESS AT LEAST 20 YEARS) 

SIZE: □ WHEN TREE DIAMETERS ARE 4 TO 10 INCHES DIAMETER BREAST HIGH

HEIGHT: □ UP TO HEIGHT OF18 FEET    □ DO NOT REMOVE OVER ONE-THIRD OF THE LIVE CROWN

PRUNING – REDUCE FIRE AND/OR SAFETY HAZARDS

REACREATIONAL USE AREAS HEIGHT: □ PRUNE UP TO HEIGHT OF 8 TO 12 FEET 

HAZARDOUS FUEL REDUCTION: □ PRUNE TREES TO THREE TIMES THE HEIGHT OF SURROUNDING SHRUBS
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JOB SKETCH

Attached Plan Map □ YES □ NO

ATTACHED SPECIFICATIONS

Firebreak – Code 394 □ YES □ NO

Forest Stand Improvement – Code 666 □ YES □ NO

ADDITIONAL NOTES

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

• Periodically inspect plant condition and take additional actions as necessary, e.g., additional 
pruning, pest management and forest stand improvement. 

APPROVALS: 

NRCS Conservationist JOB APPROVAL AUTHORITY Date 

Producer Date 
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INSTALLATION CERTIFICATION

Species Pruned: 

Type of Pruning: 

Period of Pruning:  Adequate

Height of Pruning:  Feet Adequate

Proper Pruning Technique:  Hardwood      Conifer Adequate

Amount of Crown Remaining: Adequate

Number of Crop Trees Pruned:  Trees/Acre Adequate

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT: 
I hereby certify that this practice has been installed in accordance with NRCS standards and specifications. 

NRCS Conservationist JOB APPROVAL AUTHORITY Date 

Date 
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