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SUBJECT:  REVISED UNIVERSAL SOIL LOSS EQUATION (RUSLE) HANDBOOK



Purpose.  To transmit a copy of the RUSLE Handbook for Utah dated December 1998.



Effective Date.  Upon Receipt.



All conservation planners who use the Universal Soil Loss Equation should familiarize themselves with the revisions to USLE as contained in this handbook and begin using them by May 1, 1999.  A training session is being developed and should be available in 1999 for those who will use RUSLE on a regular basis.



General Information.  This material is considered as “hard copy” materials that can be used without the aid of the DOS RUSLE computer program.  A DOS RUSLE computer program is available for use but will be made available only to those who attend the training session.  “C” factors have been developed for the Req area in Northern Utah and the Rmod area of Southeastern Utah.  This handbook contains the following major changes:



Changes the Req factors for Utah and adds an Rmod factor for southeastern Utah and contains appropriate tables and maps for determining these factors.

Incorporates modified rainfall erosion indices and distribution zones.

Contains four LS factor tables for use under varying conditions.

Contains “hard copy” C factors for use in the Req and Rmod areas of Utah.

Changes the manner in which “C” factors are calculated.  Calculations are based on soil loss ratios calculated from four subfactors in 15-day increments.  “C” factors can be developed only through use of the computerized DOS RUSLE program.

Changes the manner in which P factors are determined for contouring, terracing, and stripcropping.  Table values are available for making these determinations.

Includes a User’s Manual for the DOS RUSLE program.

Includes pictures for use in determining random roughness values.  These pictures are also appropriate for determining random roughness values for wind erosion.



Distribution.  See enclosed distribution list.
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Filing Instructions.  Individual copies are being provided to those who use the Universal Soil Loss Equation on a semi-regular/regular basis.  Additional copies are being provided for offices that may use RULSE rarely/occasionally.  Please file at least one copy of all-old USLE materials and label “for reference only.”  Any extra copies of old USLE materials can be thrown away.  Those offices receiving only one copy of this handbook should file it in the FOTG reference library.  Please make sure that all personnel have an opportunity to look at these materials before filing them.



Contact.  If additional “C” factors are needed or additional information is desired, contact Kerry Goodrich, Conservation Agronomist, at (801) 524-4568.







PHILLIP J. NELSON

State Conservationist



Enclosures



cc:

Howard Thomas, ASTC, NRCS, SLC, UT (w/o encl.)

Gary Jann, ASTC, NRCS, SLC, UT (w/o encl.)

Kerry Goodrich, CA, NRCS, SLC, UT (w/o encl.)

Larry Ellicott, RMS, NRCS, SLC, UT (w/encl.)

Mark Petersen, WS, NRCS, SLC, UT (w/encl.)

Bob Rasely, Geo, NRCS, SLC, UT (w/encl.)

Bill Broderson, SSS, NRCS, SLC, UT (w/encl.)

Mike Domeier, SS, NRCS, SLC, UT (w/encl.)

Phil Rasmussen, USU, Logan, UT (w/encl.)

Bob Newhall, USU, Logan, UT (w/encl.)

Janis Boettinger, USU, Logan, UT (w/encl.)

Rich Koenig, USU, Logan, UT (w/encl.)
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Ron Schierer, CA, NRCS, Lakewood, CO		PaulShelton,CA,NRCS,Casper,WY

Carrie Janssen-Smith, AA, NRCS, Pocatello, ID	Ralph Fisher, CA, NRCS, Boise, ID

Charlie Holcomb, AA, NRCS, Grand Junction,CO

		

Bonneville F.O. c/o Todd Nielson			Jeff Barnes, Logan FO

Roosevelt F.O. c/o Dave Webster			Bill McMullin, Logan FO

Richfield F.O c/o Vane Campbell			Jonathan Hardman, Logan FO

Cedar City F.O. c/o Lynn Kitchen			Brian Miller, Tremonton, SO

Price F.O. c/o Gary Roeder				Verl Peterson, Tremonton SO

Fillmore S.O.						Gaylene Howard, Tremonton SO

Beaver S.O.						Troy Forest, Tremonton SO

Panguitch S.O.					Cloyce Smith, Randolph SO

Manti S.O.

Castle Dale S.O.					Don Andrews, Monticello SO

South Jordan S.O.					Mindy Pratt, Monticello SO

Vernal S.O.						

							

Jan Anderson, Bonneville FO				Niels Hansen, Ogden SO

Norm Evenstad, Bonneville FO			Clarke Garn, Ogden SO

Shane Green, Coalville SO

Lee Broadbent, Coalville SO				Clayton Ramsey, St. George SO

Carlos Garcia, Tooele SO
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The Natural Resources Conservation Service works hand-in-hand with

The American people to conserve natural resources on private lands.                        AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER








