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May 16, 2006
UTAH TECHNICAL GUIDE

450-III

NOTICE UT225
SUBJECT:  New Utah Biology Practice Standards
Purpose:  To transmit the recently updated Utah Practice Standards for Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats (643), Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645), and Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644) and withdraw use of Early Successional Habitat Development/Management (647) in Utah.
Effective Date:  Begin using the new standards immediately.

Background:  Conservation practice standards establish the minimum acceptable level of quality in planning, designing, installing, operating, and maintaining conservation practices.  These Utah Standards were developed because the national standards were updated in August 2005.  Each state determines which National conservation practice standards are applicable in their state.  States add the technical detail needed to effectively use the standards at the Field Office level and issue them as state conservation practice standards.  
The Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats standard has been modified to list rare and declining habitat types in Utah and provide a reference for these habitats.  The Upland Wildlife Habitat Management standard has been modified to list the most commonly used associated facilitating practices.  The Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management has been modified to include criteria limiting habitat disturbance during the nesting season and to delete or add considerations and references for wildlife orders appropriate to Utah.  Utah’s State Technical Guide Committee determined in March 2006 that the Early Successional Habitat Development/Management practice does not apply in Utah.
Filing Instructions:  The updated standards have been loaded into Section IV of the Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG).  A copy of this notice can be found in Section I under the folder “FOTG Notices and Updates” of the eFOTG.  Please archive a hard copy printout of the older version of the standards with a handwritten note “For reference only – refer to May 2006 updates.”
Contact:  Karen Fullen, Wildlife Biologist, (801) 524-4566 or karen.fullen@ut.usda.gov.
/s/ M. Ron Davidson
M. Ron Davidson 

Assistant State Conservationist - Technology
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Surrounding States

Wendell Gilgert, Wildlife Biologist, West NTSC, Portland OR








