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July 17, 2007
UTAH TECHNICAL GUIDE

450-III

NOTICE UT232
SUBJECT:  New Utah Biology Practice Standards
Purpose:  To transmit the recently updated Utah Practice Standards and Specifications Sheet for Stream Habitat Improvement and Management (Code 395), updated Utah Practice Standards for Fish Passage (Code 396), Fishpond Management (Code 399), and Wetland Enhancement (Code 659) and withdraw use of Wildlife Watering Facility (Code 648).
Effective Date:  Begin using the new standards immediately.

Background:  Conservation practice standards establish the minimum acceptable level of quality in planning, designing, installing, operating, and maintaining conservation practices.  These Utah Standards were developed because the national standards were updated in August 2006.  Each state determines which National conservation practice standards are applicable in their state.  States add the technical detail needed to effectively use the standards at the Field Office level and issue them as state conservation practice standards.  Changes made to these standards are summarized below.
Stream Habitat Improvement and Management (Code 395):  Changes were made to all sections of the standard.  The conditions where the practice applies section was broadened to include a statement that captures additional components of stream habitats and identifies the “Stream Visual Assessment Protocol” as an evaluation tool to assess conditions.  Considerations were expanded to include fish barriers, fish screens, and geomorphic features of streams.  A specification sheet was developed to guide application of this standard in Utah.

Fish Passage (Code 396):  This practice standard has been significantly modified from the previous version.  The definition, practice purpose, and conditions where the practice applies were reworded to better reflect the scope and range of projects carried out under Code 396.  The criteria section was rearranged into two broad sections:  planning and evaluation and design requirements.  A number of criteria in the standard have been changed to be more consistent with current technology.  New considerations were added to expand planners’ thought processes on other aspects of fish passage projects.  Plans and specifications and operations and maintenance items were outlined to suggest improved methods of communicating project specifics to involved parties.  Ten references were added to support criteria and considerations discussed in the standard.

Fishpond Management (Code 399):  Changes to this practice standard include clarifying language regarding aquaculture purposes, adding State Aquatic Nuisance Species Management Plan implementation recommendations, adding criteria to ensure compliance with state laws regulating fishpond management in Utah emphasizing the need for a comprehensive pond management plan, and including aquatic organism health sampling aspects.  Current references on Utah law, fish culture, nuisance species, and detection of pathogens were added.

Wildlife Watering Facility (Code 648) is cancelled by this notice. Use Watering Facility (Code 614) for all watering facilities for both livestock and wildlife.
Wetland Enhancement (Code 659):  The definition has been modified to more accurately describe what the standard is to be used for and to help clear up confusion between the use of this standard and the “Wetland Restoration” standard.

Filing Instructions:  The updated standards and new specification sheet have been loaded into Section IV of the Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG).  A copy of this notice can be found in Section I under the folder “FOTG Notices and Updates” of the eFOTG.  

Contact:  Karen Fullen, Wildlife Biologist, (801) 524-4566 or karen.fullen@ut.usda.gov.
/s/ M. Ron Davidson

M. Ron Davidson 

Assistant State Conservationist - Technology

Enclosure

DIST:

All FOTG Holders

State Biologists: AZ, NV, ID, WY, CO, NM
Wendell Gilgert, Wildlife Biologist, West NTSC, Portland OR



