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April 9, 2009
UTAH TECHNICAL GUIDE

450-III

NOTICE UT240
SUBJECT:  FOTG, Section II, Wetlands, Wetland Functional Assessment and Minimal Effects Procedures 
Purpose:  To transmit new Wetland Functional Assessment and Minimal Effects Procedures and to cancel Utah Bulletin UT190-08-01 - Spring Development Guidance. 
Effective Date:  Begin using immediately.

Background:  Executive Order 11990, signed by President Carter on May 24, 1977, requires federal agencies take action to minimize the destruction, loss, or degradation of wetlands and to preserve and enhance the beneficial functions of wetlands when providing federally undertaken, financed or assisted construction and improvements.  NRCS policy at General Manual, Title 190, Part 410.26, implements E.O. 11990 and further directs State Conservationists to establish an assessment procedure to evaluate wetland functions and impacts, determine the type and extent of compensatory mitigation required, and evaluate the success of the compensatory mitigation.  Mitigation is not required for impacts that are determined to have minimal individual and cumulative effects on wetlands.
In addition, the Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, and the regulations implementing the Act delegate to State Conservationists the authority and responsibility to provide a Minimal Effect exemption to the wetland conservation provisions and mandate that wetland functions be considered prior to granting a Minimal Effect exemption.  NRCS policy in the National Food Security Act Manual states that the State Conservationist, with advice from the State Technical Committee, will develop and issue minimal effect procedures for assessing wetland functions, making minimal effect determinations, and approving exemptions.

Procedures:  The enclosed Interim Wetland Functional Assessment Procedure and Minimal Effect Evaluation Procedure were approved by the State Technical Committee on April 7, 2009.  The Interim Wetland Functional Assessment Procedure is to be used to assess existing wetland functions, estimate wetland functions after an impact occurs, plan mitigation when necessary, and evaluate the success of mitigation.  The Minimal Effects Evaluation Procedure is to be used to determine whether to grant Minimal Effects exemptions to the WC provisions and to document minimal effects related to NRCS’ policy at General Manual, Title 190, Part 410.26, including Spring Developments that impact wetlands.  Training on the use of these procedures will be provided by the State Wildlife Biologist upon request.
Filing Instructions:  This notice will be filed in the eFOTG Section I\FOTG Notices and Updates\Notices in the eFOTG.  The new Wetland Functional Assessment and Minimal Effects Procedures are filed in Section II of the eFOTG under Wetlands.
Contact:  Karen Fullen, State Wildlife Biologist, (801) 524-4566, karen.fullen@ut.usda.gov.

/s/ ElISE a. bOEKE
ELISE A. BOEKE

State Resource Conservationist
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