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March 11, 2010
UTAH TECHNICAL GUIDE

450-IV

NOTICE UT242
SUBJECT:
TCH – FOTG, SECTION I – HABITAT ASSESSMENT TOOLS
REVISED STREAM VISUAL ASSESSMENT PROTOCOL (SVAP2)

Purpose:  To transmit information regarding Amendment 3 to the National Biology Handbook (NBH), the revised Stream Visual Assessment Protocol Version 2 (SVAP2), and discontinue use of SVAP and the Utah Riparian Habitat Model.
Effective Date:  Begin using immediately.

Background Information:  The National Biology Handbook (NBH), Subpart B., Part 614 (H_190_NBH - Amend.3) was amended in February 2010 to include a revised version of the Stream Visual Assessment Protocol (SVAP2).  SVAP2 is appropriate for evaluation of Riparian and Lotic (flowing water) habitats.
Utah Technical Guide Notice UT239 dated April 7, 2009, added the Stream Visual Assessment Protocol as the appropriate method to evaluate instream (Lotic) habitats.

Action:  Effective immediately, discontinue use of the NWCC Technical Note 99-1, Stream Visual Assessment Protocol issued December 1998 and the Utah Riparian Habitat Model.  Begin using NBH Subpart B, Part 614 Stream Visual Assessment Protocol Version 2 issued December 2009 as the method to evaluate Riparian and Lotic habitats.  These two habitat types are interdependent on one another and should be evaluated together.
Detailed instructions and guidance are contained in SVAP2.  Training may be requested through Assistant State Conservationists for Field Operations to the State Resource Conservationist.
Filing Instructions:  This notice will be filed in the eFOTG Section I\FOTG Notices and Updates\Notices in the eFOTG.  SVAP2 will be filed in the eFOTG under the folder:  Section I\References & Technical Notes\Biology\Habitat Assessment Tools.  
Contact:  Karen Fullen, State Wildlife Biologist, at (801) 524-4566.

/s/ Elise A. Boeke

ELISE A. BOEKE
State Resource Conservationist

Enclosure
DIST:  FOTG

cc:

Sylvia Gillen, STC, NRCS, SLC, UT

Norm Evenstad, WRC, NRCS, SLC, UT

Niels Hansen, CA, NRCS, SLC, UT

Shane Green, RMS, NRCS, SLC, UT

Karen Fullen, WB, NRCS, SLC, UT
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