Fact Sheet for the 

Inadvertent Discovery of Cultural Resources
Inadvertent Discovery of Cultural Resources: Upon discovery of an unanticipated cultural resource after commencing construction, NRCS will:

1. Request that the landowner or sponsor halt actions in the area affecting the resource and call the NRCS Cultural Resource Specialist to evaluate the resource for National Register eligibility.
2. Immediately document the resource and implement measures to protect the resource from further disturbance.
3. In the event that the action affecting the resource is not halted, consider immediately suspending assistance, and inform the landowner and sponsor that continuing to affect the resource may result in withdrawal of NRCS assistance.

4. Any discovery on Federal or Indian land will be reported to the responsible manager, tribal authorities, and other appropriate authorities the same working day as the discovery occurs, and the action disturbing the resource will be stopped in the area of the resource being affected.
Human Remains: If human remains are identified in the area of potential effect during implementation of a conservation practice, all activities deemed likely to damage the remains must cease and the following steps taken immediately:

1.  Contact the Sheriff of the county in which the discovery is made, an NRCS or other cultural resource specialist and the Utah SHPO.

2.  If the remains are determined to be of American Indian origin, and are not considered to be part of a crime scene by the Sheriff, NRCS will follow the procedures outlined in Utah UCA 9-9-401 on private land.  On federal or tribal land NRCS will follow the procedures in Section 3 of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).

3.  If the remains are determined not to be part of a crime scene and are not of Native American origin or, are of Native American origin but are not on federal/tribal lands, the Utah NRCS will consult with the Utah SHPO and others to develop an appropriate plan for treating the remains.

4. Utah NRCS field personnel and the cooperator will take appropriate measures, such as erecting fences or barriers, to protect the remains until the plan for treating the remains is completed.

For additional information, please refer to the National Cultural Resources Handbook.
