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SUBJECT:
ECS – ENVIRONMENT – WATERBORNE PATHOGENS FROM 

AGRICULTURAL WATERSHEDS

Purpose.  To distribute a copy of “Waterborne Pathogens in Agricultural Watersheds.”

Effective Date.  Upon receipt.

Contents of Technical Note.  The attached technical information provides an introduction to waterborne pathogens that are associated with streams, rivers, canals, and groundwater.  Organisms that infect animals are described with emphasis on those that may cause human disease.  Key indicator organisms that are normally monitored are described.  Information on viability of organisms in an agricultural setting is presented, along with relevant management practices for controlling waterborne pathogens at their source, thereby reducing the overall pathogen loading within a watershed.  The topic of harmful algal blooms is also addressed, although these organisms do not fall neatly into the category of “pathogen.”

Additional copies may be obtained by contacting NRCS’s Watershed Science Institute, c/o GEO SCI, Box 351310, UW, Seattle, Washington 98195-1310.  It can also be found on the Products page (documents are listed in alphabetical order) of the Watershed Science Institute web site (http://www.geology.washington.edu/~nrcs-wsi) and viewed and printed with Adobe Acrobat Reader.

Filing Instructions.  File in the Technical Notes notebook under ENV - General.

Contact.  Lamont Robbins, State Conservation Engineer, at (801) 524-4559, and Bob Sennett, Wildlife Biologist, at (801) 524-4566.

PHILLIP J. NELSON

State Conservationist
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