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NRCS Photo
Definition

The controlled harvest of vegetation with grazing and/or browsing animals managed to achieve a specified purpose(s).
Plans and Specifications

A prescribed grazing strategy will include the following information:

· Clearly stated goals and objectives.

· Documentation of the expected forage quantity and species of forage in each management unit(s) (i.e., pasture/range) during the grazing season.
· Development of a sustainable grazing plan for the management unit(s), which insures forage produced or available meets forage demand of livestock or wildlife of concern by kind and class.  
· Development of a planned grazing strategy for livestock that identifies periods of grazing, resting, and other treatment activities for each management unit(s).
· Develop a contingency plan that details potential problems (i.e., drought, wildfire) and serves as a guide for adjusting the grazing prescription to ensure resource management and economic feasibility without resource degradation.
· Specifications that are unique for each site and/or situation where different management practices are needed.
Grazing Principles
Grazing management includes manipulation of many variables, for example:
· Duration – The length of time a pasture is grazed.  During the growing season*, it is beneficial to minimize grazing duration to allow plant recovery during the remaining portion of the growing season.
· Timing – The season of the year a pasture is grazed.  On rangelands it is beneficial to allow rest during the growing season* at least 1 in 3 years.
· Intensity - The proportion of forage removed during a grazing period.   An adequate amount of forage must be left ungrazed to provide the plant with an opportunity to continue photosynthesis during the growing season* and to provide ground cover during the dormant season.  In riparian areas a minimum stubble height must be maintained to provide bank protection for spring high flows.
· Frequency - The number of times plants are defoliated during the growing season*.  On irrigated pastures plants must be allowed to re-grow a significant amount before grazing again.  
*Growing Season is defined as the time beginning with plant growth in the spring and ending when the plants have set seed.
Operation and Maintenance
Operation:  The manager will apply Prescribed Grazing on a continuing basis.  After monitoring data is analyzed the grazing manager will make adjustments as needed to ensure that the goals and objectives of the prescribed grazing strategy are met.

Maintenance: The Prescribed Grazing schedule will specify when evaluations of the current feed and forage supply should be made (i.e. forage stockpiling/stored forages, deferred management units, evaluate forage quality, pasture/range condition, seeding, and fertilizing dates). 
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