USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                          Utah

Habitat Model for Elk
	Owner/Operator:
	Field Office:

	County:
	Ecological Site:

	Assisted By:
	Acres:
	Date:

	Location (Township, Range, Section):

	General Information:  The model was developed based on the habitat requirements of elk. Elk are common in most mountainous regions of Utah, where they can be found in mountain meadows and forests during the summer, and in foothills and valley grasslands during the winter. The seasonal changes in elevation allow elk to avoid deep snow and find food year-round. Elk are grazers, primarily eating grasses, but forbs, woody plants, and mushrooms may also be consumed.

	Factor - Components
	Values
	Before
	After
	Weight
	Weighted

Score

Before
	Weighted Score

After

	1 Plant community

	a) grasslands or low hot deserts

b) pinyon-juniper, shrub/grasslands

c) mixed ponderosa pine, spruce-fir, aspen & grasslands
	0.0
0.5
1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	2 Cover - Thermal & hiding cover characteristics

	a) patchy cover spaced wider than 1200 feet.

b) thin tree stands with >1200 ft. openings & shrubs <6 ft. tall 

c) Dense shrubs or trees with <1200 ft. wide openings
	0.0
0.5
1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	3 Cover - Percent of area in high quality thermal & hiding cover

	a) <25% or >75%

b) 25% to 39% or 61 – 75%

c) 40% to 60%
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	4 Range Similarity Index - Most of the range with the following Similarity Index

	a)  Below 33

b) Between 33 and 66

c) Above 66
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 2
	
	

	5 Food - Grazing management and use of perennial grasses & forbs

	a) continuous grazing or heavy utilization of grass & forbs (>50%)

b) prescribed grazing with moderate use of grass & forbs (33-50%)

c) deferred or prescribed grazing with light use (<33%)
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 2
	
	

	6 Food - Forest management

	a) little management or large clear cuts with >1200 ft. openings

b) light forest thinnings & few small clearcuts or grass meadows

c) managed forests with plentiful small clearcuts & varied aged 

    stands of trees
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 2
	
	

	7 Water distribution

	a) 1 yearlong source per 5 sections or seasonal

b) 1 yearlong source per 3 sections

c) 1 yearlong source per section
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 3
	
	

	8 Disturbance - Livestock use of elk calving areas

	a) grazed before July 1 every year

b) grazed after July 1 during 3 of 5 years or calving areas are 

    scattered throughout forest with prescribed grazing rotations

c) grazed after July 1 every year or not grazed by livestock
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 3
	
	

	9 Disturbance - Density of public roads

	a) >2 miles of road per section

b) 1 to 2 miles of road per section

c) <1 mile of road per section
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 2
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