USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                                                                       Utah


Habitat Model for Wetlands 
	Owner/Operator:
	Field Office:

	County:
	Acres of wetland and buffer:

	Assisted By:
	
	Date:

	Location (Township, Range, Section):

	General Information:  This model was developed based on the habitat functions provided by wetlands and riparian areas that naturally support only herbaceous vegetation. Wetlands may occupy only a small portion of the landscape, but provide disproportionate habitat values to wildlife. 

	Factor – Components
	Values

	Before
	After

	1 Hydrologic Integrity  

	a) No manipulations (diversions, drainage, spring development, etc.)

b) Natural hydrology altered, but restorable
c) Hydrology removed; restoration unlikely or impossible
	1.0

0.5

0.0 
	
	

	2 Vegetation Integrity

	a) No upland, noxious, or invasive species present 

b) Areal extent of upland, noxious, or invasive species < 10 %  
c) Areal extent of upland, noxious, or invasive species 10 – 20 %  

d) Areal extent of upland, noxious, or invasive species 20 – 30 %  
e) Areal extent of upland, noxious, or invasive species > 30 %  
	1.0

0.8
0.5

0.3

0.0
	
	

	3 Grazing or other human disturbance

	a) Use exclusion; minimal other disturbance
b) Lightly or occasionally grazed; minimal other disturbance
c) Grazing November 1 – March 15 only; minimal other disturbance
d) Moderate uncontrolled grazing; moderate other disturbance
e) Heavily grazed, trampled, disturbed
	1.0

0.8
0.5

0.3

0.0
	
	

	4 Water quality – Wetland buffered by intact upland vegetation at 35 - 100’ wide

	a)  75 -100 % of perimeter buffered at least 100’ wide
b)  50 – 74 % buffered 100’ wide, or 75 -100 % buffered > 35’ wide
c)  25 – 49 % buffered at least 100 ‘ or 50 – 74 % buffered > 35’ wide
d) < 25 % buffered 100 ‘ or 25 -49 % buffered  > 35’ wide

e) No buffer, abrupt edge to cropland or other land use
	1.0

0.8
0.5

0.3

0.0
	
	

	Additional factors to be rated in freshwater emergent marsh wetlands only

	5 Variety of water depths (Categories: 0-6”, 6-12”, 12-18”, 18-24”, deep water > 3’) Each category must cover at least 20% of the wetland area to count, except deep water.

	a) > 3 categories
b) 2 - 3 categories 
c) 1 -2 categories 
	1.0

0.5 

0.0 
	
	

	6 Aquatic plant diversity (Categories: emergents, submergents, floating)

	a) 3 categories
b) 2 categories
c) 1 category
	1.0

0.5

0.0 
	
	

	7 Open water; excessive vegetation management

	a) Open water on 40 – 60 % of wetland area
b) Open water on 25 – 39 % or 61 – 74 % of wetland area
c) Open water <25 % or > 75 % of wetland area
	1.0

0.5

0.0
	
	

	NOTE: “After” score must be > or = to “Before” score to comply with NRCS policy on Protection of Wetlands
	SUM
	
	

	Final Habitat Model Score = SUM / # of factors rated
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