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Rotation of supplement and feeding areas

State: Participant:

Sage-grouse (SGI)

Description

Proper location and regular movement of supplement and feeding areas will help implement a
proper grazing system that will provide adequate cover for sage-grouse nesting and brood rearing
success.

Benefits
1. Decrease the time any one area is exposed to grazing animals reducing overall
disturbance to sage-grouse and habitat.

Additional criteria:

1. Locate supplement sources at least ¥4 mile (1,320 ft.) from identified sage-grouse leks. In
those situations where pasture size limits supplement source placement or multiple leks
preclude meeting the minimum distance requirement, move supplement areas twice as
frequent as described in criteria 1 or 2 to prevent nutrient buildup and to maintain good
ground cover.

2. Avoid winter cover and habitat as to not negatively impact sage-grouse.

3. The grazing plan must be developed in accordance with NRCS practice standard (528)
Prescribed Grazing to ensure that stocking rate is in balance with forage supply, season of
use is rotated to ensure plants have adequate reproduction opportunity, and rangeland is
monitored to inform of adaptive management.

Additional documentation required
1. Photographs showing the supplement feeding areas before and after
2. Written Grazing plan as described in Criteria 3 listed above and actual use records

This enhancement will be implemented in accordance with the appropriate conservation
measures as described in the Conference Report for the NRCS” Sage-Grouse Initiative.
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