PASTURE MIXTURES AND THEIR MANAGEMENT

There are a number of broad principles of pasture management which have general application regardless of species. These are:

1. Be sure your grasses and legumes are properly fed at all times. This means applying the necessary mineral elements as well as barnyard manure when available.

2. Allow adequate time for plant to make regrowth before grazing. Use rotation grazing.

3. Graze only when pastures are dry enough to prevent soil puddling and compaction.

4.

Spread droppings and mow to maintain a uniform regrowth.

5. On irrigated pastures apply water to meet the needs of the plants. Overuse of water will leach out the water soluble plant foods.

Pasture Management for specific Mixtures or species

1. Alfalfa-grass mixtures - This is a very high producing mixture but requires careful management, both from the standpoint of the livestock grazing such as mixture, as well as the plants.

This mixture has given its highest yield when allowed to make three-fourths of its maximum potential growth before grazing. This means from 24 to 48 days between grazing periods. In some areas this may be reduced to 18 to 21 days during periods of rapid growth. In order to do this, it will be necessary to have at least four pasture units. By letting the alfalfa reach the bud stage, you will reduce the bloat hazard materially.

2. Clover-grass mixtures - Both one grass, one legume, and the old standard Idaho mixture--all of the general management practices apply. These mixtures may be grazed a little closer to 3 to 4 inches stubble height before moving to the next grazing unit. Time off the unit will depend on the rate of regrowth, usually not less than 18 days and not more than 24. units should be grazed with a sufficient number of livestock to utilize the forage within a period of 5 to 7 days. These pasture mixtures respond well to daily rotation grazing.

Split applications of commercial fertilizer are usually needed. Apply barnyard manure at least once a year, if possible, at the rate of 10 tons per acre. Balance of grass to legume can be regulated through the use of varying rate of nitrogen and phosphate.
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levels of nitrogen will decrease the amount of legume while wit holding or reducing the amount of nitrogen and increasing the amo nt of phosphate applied will increase the legume in these mix ures.
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Tall wheatqrass - Is an excellent soil improving grass for sal ne-alkaline soils, providing they are not too wet.

It or

s desirable to include a legume such as yellow sweet clover lfalfa with tall wheatgrass, depending on the soil condition.
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wheatgrass will respond to the application of commercial fer ilizers as well as barnyard manure. Barnyard manure is

par icularly good because of the type of soils usually seeded to thi grass.

As 0 grazing management, tall wheatgrass is a typical bunchgrass and therefore, needs to be given more careful management than sod grasses. It can be grazed during the growing season provided it s allowed to make good regrowth following each grazing.

stu ble height should be at least 6 inches and 8 is better at the end of the grazing period. Regrowth period will depend on the rat of growth, but it should be about like the alfalfa grass--24 to 8 days.
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grass can also be held for late fall grazing. It holds its foo value well and is relished by livestock when dry. Protein

sup lement will be required if it is grazed when fully mature and cur d on the stem.

4. Wet pasture mixtures - Meadow foxtail and Reed canaryqrass ​Goo stands are usually hard to establish on such sites. The num er one job is water control and second proper seedbed

pre aration, which involves breaking the sod, land leveling or at lea t smoothing and improved irrigation application. After this has been accomplished, management requirements are similar to you standard grass-clover mixture. The big difference here is not to graze when the soils are wet.

