
ESTABLISHMENT OF WARM SEASON GRASSI EARLY SUCCESSIONAL HABITAT TIME LINES 
Establishment Practice and Procedure 
to Convert Existing Fescue, etc. Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

No-Till Practices             
Opt. 1 Mow-herbicide-burn-spray-plant             
• Mow to a low height             
• Spray herbicide in fall when 

vegetation is at 6-10 inches in height 
            

• Follow-up Prescribed burn residual 
vegetation the following winter 

            

• Spot or repeat spray for complete kill 
or target completing vegetation 

            

• No-till selected species *             
• When weeds reach 18 inches in height 

mow back to 12 inches.  Cease 
mowing August 1 

            

•              
Opt 2 Burn-spray-plant or allow volunteers             
• Burn completing vegetation to reduce 

surface area and stimulate new growth 
            

• Spray herbicide on newly growing 
vegetation 

            

• No-till selected species* or allow 
volunteers 

            

• For no-till species when weeds reach 
18 inches in height mow back to 12 
inches.  Cease mowing August 1 

            

•              
Opt 3 Spray-burn-plant             
• Mow to a low height             
• Spray herbicide in spring when 

vegetation is at 6-10 inches in height 
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• Allow 2-3 weeks of spraying and burn 
dead vegetation 

            

• No-till selected species * or allow 
volunteers 

            

• When weeds reach 18 inches in height 
mow back to 12 inches.  Cease 
mowing August 1 

            

             
Opt. 4 Establish NWSG following row 
crops 

            

• Spray emerging weeds with herbicide             
• Plant selected species* in crop stubble             
• When weeds reach 18 inches in height 

mow back to 12 inches.  Cease 
mowing August 1 

            

             
  
Selected species means NWSG, and/or flowers, and/or other forbs 
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Conventional Tillage Practices             
Opt.1 Mow-plow-disc-plant             
• Fall mowing and plow (letting ground 

sit over winter subject to more erosion 
so this needs to be consideration in 
this practice) 

            

• Disc and cultipack             
• Plant selected species* immediately 

following discing and cultipack 
            

• When weeks reach 18 inches in height 
mow back to 12 inches.  Cease 
mowing August 1 

            

             
Opt.2 Burn/mow-plow-disc-smoother crop-
disc-plant or allow volunteers 

            

• Burn or mow             
• Plow and disc             
• Plant smoother crop as millet             
• The following spring disc or plow and 

disc then cultipack 
            

• Plant selected species* and cultipack             
• When weeds reach 18 inches in height 

mow back to 12 inches.  Cease 
mowing August 1 

            

             
Opt3 Mow plow disc spread hay             
• Mow in fall to reduce thatch             
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• Cut and bale broomsedge and/or little 
bluestem from nearby field when seed 
appears to be ready1 

            

• Plow and disc             
• Spread broomsedge or little bluestem 

hay and cultipack 
            

             
             
Conventional Tillage Practices             
Opt.4 Burn-spray-allow volunteers             
• Prescribed burn    Until 

April 
15 

        

• Spray Herbicide             
• Allow volunteer native plants to grow             
• Evaluate success and spray/disc to 

control plants 
            

             
             
             
             
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 


