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Special Environmental Concerns

Natural Areas

What is it?

Why is it important?

What is required?

Natural Areas at a Glance

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) employees who provide technical assistance to land 
users must inform them about the impact their decisions may have on adjacent or nearby natural areas. 
Land users will be encouraged to consult with concerned agencies, societies, and individuals to arrive at 
mutually satisfactory land use and treatment.

Natural Areas

Natural Areas are defined as land and water units where natural conditions are maintained.  They may be 
designated areas of Federal government, non-federal government, or private land.  Designation may be 
provided under Federal regulations, by foundations or conservation organizations, or by private 
landowners that specify it as such (GM 190. Part 410.23).

Designation may be formal, as provided under Federal regulations, or by foundations or conservation 
organizations specifically created to acquire and maintain natural areas.  Designation may be informal in 
the case of private landowners that specify an area as a natural area and manage it accordingly.

It is the policy of the NRCS to support the designation of appropriate natural areas and to recognize 
dedicated natural areas as a land use.

• Client wants to spray herbicides along fence 
bordering neighbor’s natural area.

• Recommend planting a wildlife border on client’s 
side of fence.

Problems/Indicators – Proposed Action is Inconsistent with NRCS Policy
Potential Causes Potential Solutions
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