
COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME Perennial Annual Native
Non-
Native Grass Forb Shrub Tree Warm Season

Cool 
Season Notes

Alder, Smooth Alnus serrulata x x x --- --- The native alder of VA, wet

Alfalfa Medicago sativa x x x x Needs deep soil, high protein

Apple (Common) Pyrus malus x x x -- --- Good human and wildlife plant

Ash, Green Fraxinus pensylvanica x x x --- -- Upland - wet adapted

Barley Hordeum vulgare x x x

Bayberry, Northern Myrica pensylvanica x x x --- --- Good wildlife (songbird) East of 95

Beachgrass, American Ammophila breviligulata x x x x x Coastal dune/sand erosion

Beech, American Fagus grandifolia x x x --- -- Good wildlife plant

Bermudagrass Cynodon dactylon x x x x Invasive, planted as sprigs

Birch, River Betula nigra x x x --- --- Adapted to wetness

Black Gum (Upland) Nyssa sylvatica x x x -- --- Good wildlife plant
Black Gum, Swamp 

(Tupelo)
Nyssa sylvatica var. 

biflora x x x --- - Obligate wet plant, SE VA good wildlife

Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta x x x --- --- Yellow flowers, good butterfly

Bluestem, Big Andropogon gerardi x x x x 3-6' tall, deep rooted, good wildlife/pasture

Bluestem,' Caucasian

  
(also known as 

Andropogon x x x x Invasive, not good for wildlife

Bluestem, Little

p g  p  
(also known as 
schizachyrum x x x x

Erosion control, good wildlife, looks like 
broom sedge

Buckwheat Eriogonvan michx. x x

Buttonbush
Cephalanthus 
occidentalis x x x -- --- Wet adapted, good for ducks & songbirds

Cedar, Atlantic White Chamaecyparis thyoides x x x -- --- Obligate wet plant, SE VA

Cedar, Eastern Red Juniperus virginiana x x x --- --- Good wildlife, cover and berries

Chokeberry, Black

y  p  
(also known as Aronia 

melanocarpa) x x x --- --- Good wildlife (fruit)
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Chokeberry, Red

y   (  
known as Aronia 

arbutifolia) x x x -- --- Good wildlife (fruit)

Chokecherry Prunusvirginiana x x x x -- Good wildlife (fruit)

Clover, Crimson Trifolium incarnatum x x

Clover, Ladino Trifolium repens x x x x Legume, well drained, good wildlife

Clover, Red Trifolium pratense x x x x Legume, short lived

Cordgrass, Saltmeadow Spartina patens x x x x Coastal marshes, erosion control

CordQrass, Smooth Spartina alterniflora x x x x Coastal salt marshes, shoreline protection

Coreopis, Golden Coreposis tinctoria x x x Winter annual

Coreopis, Lanceleaf Coreposis lanceolata x x x - - Bright yetlow flower, good butterflv

Cottonwood, Common Populus deltoides x x x - -- Good songbird species

Crabapple pyrus spp. x
most 
sP. x x - - Good wildlife plant

Crownvetch Coronilla varia x x x Aggressive/invasive legume

Cypress, Bald Taxodium distichum x x x - -- Obligate wet plant, SE VA primarily

Deer Tongue, Tioga Panicum clandestinum x x x x Likes droughty conditions, wildlife value

Dogwood, Flowering Cornus fIorida x x x x - - Good wildlife plant

Dogwood, Greystem Cornus foemina x x x -- - Grav stem, blueberries, good wildlife

Dogwood, Silky Cornus amomum x x x --- - Upland and wet adapted, good wildlife

Elderberry, Common Sambucus canadensis x x x - -- Good wildlife, upland and wet

Fescue, Red (Creeping) Festuca rubra x x x x Shade tolerant

Fescue, Tall Festuca arundinacea x x x x x
Little to no wildlife value, highly 
aggressive/invasive

Flatpea (Lathco) Lathyrus silvestris x x x x Some wildlife value

Gamagrass, Eastern Tripsacum dactvloides x x x x Palatable & nutritious, good wildlife
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Hackberry Celtis occidentalis x x x - - Good wildlife plant

Hawthorn Cratae_Gus spp. x
most 
sp. x - -- Good wildlife, holds seed well

Hickory, Bitternut Carva cordiformis x x x -- --
Hickories produce seeds more often than 

oaks

Hickory, Mockernut Carya tomentosa x x x - -

Hickory, Pignut Carva glabra x x x - -

Hickory, Shagbark Carya ovata x x x - -

Hickory, Water Carya aquatica x x x - -

Holly, Winterberry /lex verticil/ata x x x - - Wet adapted, good wildlife

Indiangrass Sorghastrum nutans x x x x Good pasture & wildlife

Indigobush Amorpha fruticosa x x x - - Good wildlife, legume

Lespeceza, Korean Lespedeza stipulacea x x x Good wildlife, will reseed

Lespedeza, Appalow
Lespedeza cuneata 

(Appalow) x x x x Legume

Lespedeza, Kobe Lespedeza striata x x Best in E. VA, good wildlife, will reseed
Lespedeza, Shrub (V A-

70) Lespedeza thunbergii x x x x Good for quail only, holds seed well

Locust, Black Robinia pseudoacacia x x x -- - Highly resistant to decay

Locust, Bristly (Arnot) Robinia hispida x x x - - Good for mine reclamation

Lovegrass, Weeping Eragrostis curvula x x x x Erosion control, some wildlife value

Millet, German Setaria itaJica x x x Good temporary cover, summer

Millet, Pearl Pennisetum glaucum x x

Mulberry, Red Morus rubra x x x - - Good wildlife plant (fruit)

Oak Cherrybark
Quercus falcata var. 

payodifolia x x x - - Moist-wet plant, high timber/wildlife value
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Oak, Black Quercus velutina x x x - - Produces less acorn than red & white

Oak, Chestnut Quercus montana x x x - - Produces acorns at early age

Oak, Northern Red Quercus rubra x x x - -
Good timber, wildlife value, produces more 
acorns than white

Oak, Overcup Quercus Iyrata x x x - - Wet adapted

Oak, Pin Quercus palustris x x x - - Small acorn, excellent wildlife

Oak, Post Quercus stellata x x x - -

Oak, Scarlett Quercus coccinea x x x - - Good wildlife, small acorn

Oak, Southern Red Quercus falcata x x x - -

Oak, Swamp Chestnut Quercus prinus x x x - - Moist-wet adapted

Oak, Swamp White Quercus bicolor x x x - - Most-wet adapted

Oak, Water Queicus nqra x x x - - Moist adapted

Oak, White Quercus alba x x x - - Reliable acorn producer, preferred by wildlife

Oak, Willow Quercus phellos x x x - - Small acorn, excellent wildlife

Oats (Spring) A vena sativa x x

Oats (Winter) Avena sativa x x

Oats, Sea - Uniola paniculata x x x x Dune restoration, beauty

Orchardgrass Dactylis glomerata x x x x Will thin (clump) over time, good wildlife
Panicgrass, Atlantic 

Coastal Panicum amarum x x x x Best in sandy soils, good erosion &wildlife

Pea, Austrian Winter
Pisum sativiem var. 

arvease x x Good deer food

Pea,Partridge

  (  
known  as Chamacrista 

fasciculata) x x x
Legume, reseeds w/disturbance, good 
wildlife

Pepperbush, Sweet Clethra alnifolia x x x - - Adapted to moist conditions



COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME Perennial Annual Native
Non-
Native Grass Forb Shrub Tree Warm Season

Cool 
Season Notes

Persimmon, Common Diospyros virginiana x x x - - Good wildlife (fruit)

Pine, Eastern White Pinus strobus x x x - - Best adapted in mountains

Pine, Loblolly Pinus taeda x x x - -

Pine, Longleaf Pinus palustris x x x x - - Unique natural community, rare now in VA.

Pine, Virginia Pinus virginiana x x x - - Good in hedgerows for wildlife

Plum, American Prunus americana x x x x - -- Very good wildlife plant

Plum, Chickasaw Prunus angustifolia x x x - - Very good wildlife plant
Poplar, Tulip (Yellow 

Poplar) Liriodendron tulipifera x x x - - Light seeded, usually seeds on its own

Red Top Agrostis alba x x x x Wide Iv adapted

Redbud, Eastern Cercis canadensis x x - - Early bloomer, colorful

Rye (Cereal) Secale cerealr x x x x x

Serviceberry Amelanchier spp. x
most 
sp. x - - Good wildlife (fruit)

Soybeans, Bobwhite Glycine  max (bobwhite) x x x x Reseeding annual, legume, good quail plant

Spice Bush Lindera benzoin x x x x - - Best in shade, good songbird fruit

Sudangrass (Sudex) Sorghum bicolor x x x x

Sunflower, Maximillian Helianthus maximilian x x x x Bright yellow flower, good wildlife

Switchgrass Panicum virgatum x x x x Deep rooted, good wildlife & WQ

Sycamore Platanus occidentalis x x x - -

Timothv Phleum pratense x x x x
Primarily hay for horses, best adapted to 
N.VA

Trefoil, Birdsfoot Lotus corniculatus x x x x Legume

Vetch, Hairy Vicia villosa x x x
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Viburnum, Arrowood Virurnum dentatum x x x - - Good wildlife

Viburnum, Blackhaw Viburnum prunifolium x x x - - Good wildlife, moist adapted

Viburnum, Nannvberry Viburnum lentago x x x - - Good wildlife

Walnut, Black Juqlans nigra x x x - - Good wildlife

Walnut, White (Butternut) Juglans cinerea x x - -- Good wildlife

Waxmyrtle, Common Mvrica cerifera x x x - - Good wildlife (songbird) East of 95

Wheat Triticum aestivum x x x x

Willow, Black Salix nigra x x x - - Invasive, wet adapted

Willow, Silky Salix sericea x x x - - Less invasive than black willow
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