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Definition

Maintain, improve or restore physical, chemical
and biological functions of a stream, and its
associated riparian zone, necessary for meeting
the life history requirements of desired aquatic
species.

Criteria

Planned stream habitat improvements will:

e Address the aquatic species and life history
stages for which the stream is being
managed.

e Be based on a site-specific assessment of
local hydrology, channel morphology,
geomorphic setting, fish and other aquatic
species present, riparian and floodplain
conditions, and any habitat limitations
including water quantity and quality, food
supply, and restriction of upstream and
downstream movement of aquatic species
using the NRCS Stream Visual Assessment
Protocol, Version 2 or comparable
evaluation tool.

Manage adjoining riparian areas to support a
diverse vegetation community suitable for the site
conditions and desired ecological benefits.

Design in-stream structures to be compatible with
the dynamic nature of streams and rivers,
facilitate natural geomorphic recovery when
possible, and minimize disruption of recreational
and other traditional uses of the stream corridor.
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Structures installed for the purposes of this
standard will not;

e Impede or prevent passage of fish and other
aquatic organisms at any time, unless
intended to isolate populations of native
species of conservation concern.

e  Cause excessive bank erosion.
e  Cause unintentional lateral migration.
e  Aggradation or degradation of the channel.

e  Hinder channel-floodplain interactions.

Where practical, restore or maintain stream
habitat and channel forming processes such as
natural flow regime, meander migration,
sediment transport, recruitment and storage of
large wood, and floodplain interactions with the
stream.

All stream and riparian activities will occur
within state and federal guidelines with regard to
timing of spawning, incubation, and rearing of
aquatic organisms, and breeding and nesting of
terrestrial organisms.

The practice shall be protected from livestock
grazing and trampling to the extent necessary to
ensure that it will perform the intended
purpose(s). Manage livestock to sustain a healthy
stream corridor and associated habitats.

NOTE: This summary does not address all
requirements and considerations in the VA
Stream Habitat Improvement and Mgt
Conservation Practice Standard (VA-395).
Consult the Conservation Practice Standard
for further details.
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Virginia Stream Habitat Improvement and Mgt — Practice Certification 395

Landowner: Farm #:
Field(s): Tract #:

Acres: Date:

Purpose (check all that apply):

[l Stream Channel restoration

[0 Riparian habitat restoration to benefit wildlife Species:

SVAP and Habitat Evaluation Scores

Stream Segment Evaluated

Benchmark Score

Planned Score

floodplain condition, habitat limitations...:

Stream Habitat Improvement and Management Plan Summary (project goals, aquatic
species and life history stages addressed, local hydrology/ channel morphology, riparian




Riparian Buffer Management

Vegetative Plantings:

Riparian Herbaceous Cover (Code 390) Acres: Year:
Riparian Forest Buffer (Code 391) Acres: Year:
Critical Area Planting (Code 342) Acres: Year:
Other: Acres: Year:
Species: Rate: Species: Rate:

Vegetation Management:

Early Successional Habitat Development (Code 647) | Acres: Year:
Prescribed Burning (Code 338) Acres: Year:
Pest Management (Code 595) Acres: Year:
Other: Acres: Year:

| Fencing (if needed: Code 382) | Type: | Feet:

Channel Restoration using VA Conservation Practice Standard 580 - Streambank and
Shoreline Protection (if applicable, provide summary of project)
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Operation and Maintenance

A detailed operation and maintenance plan shall be developed for all applications. The plan shall
provide for periodic inspection and prompt repair or modification of any structures that are found to
cause excessive streambank or streambed instability. All structural measures shall be evaluated
on an annual basis. Post-project monitoring and evaluation of stream and riparian habitat
conditions shall be conducted to determine if actions implemented are providing for management
of the stream corridor habitats as planned. Any repair actions, if needed, shall comply with state
and federal guidelines for protecting spawning, incubation and rearing times of aquatic species
and breeding and nesting times of terrestrial species

Site Specific O&M Requirements (include any additional actions necessary that have not
been addressed):

Planner Certification

The Stream Habitat Improvement and Management practice planned in this job sheet fulfills
minimum requirements of Virginia NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 395.

Signature Title Date

Certification of Practice Completion

The Stream Habitat Improvement and Management practice planned in this job sheet has been
completed according to Virginia NRCS specifications (indicate in Practice Specifications any
changes to the planned activities and acreage).

Signature Title Date
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If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information,
complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included.

Scale 1"= ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")
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