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Definition

A structure installed to replace or modify a missing or
deficient wildlife habitat component.

Criteria Applicable to All Purposes

Ensure selected location of structures meet the needs
of the targeted species and do not subject individuals
to increased risks of injury or mortality.

Ensure selected materials are durable and safe for
wildlife.

Ensure habitat structures can withstand normal
environmental conditions and meet the needs of the
targeted wildlife for the target period of time.

Ensure structures are located with access capability if
monitoring or management of the structure is needed.

Additional Criteria for Native Pollinators

Select the evaluation or appraisal methods and
specifications recommended by the Xerces Society.
Additional Criteria for Structures

Ensure the number of structures for target species
would be suitable to install in Virginia.

Additional Criteria for Nesting Structures
Select the appropriate animal species that may
require artificial nesting structures.

Additional Criteria for Brush Piles

Ensure when natural cover is limited for wildlife,
install brush piles:

e Where the establishment of natural thickets is not
practical or as temporary structure until
permanent vegetation becomes established.

e Ata minimum of 15 feet in diameter and at least
3 feet high.
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e Minimize disturbances to these areas such as
mowing, disking, or clearing of vegetation.

Additional Criteria for Rock Piles

Select rock piles to be added in upland and semi-
aquatic habitats and:

o May be partially and/or seasonally inundated.

e Constructed so that largest rocks (or boulders) are
on the bottom.

e Broken slabs of concrete can also be used for the
foundation.

o Use stones of different shaped and sizes, arranging
the pile in a way that creates openings for shelter

Additional Criteria for Modification of Existing
Watering Facilities

Retrofit existing watering facilities to allow for the
escape of wildlife that have become trapped by:
e Extend into the water, meet the inside wall,
and reach to the bottom of the watering
facility.

e Be firmly secured to the rim of the watering
facility to prevent displacement by livestock.

e Have an exit slope no steeper than 45
degrees.

e Be located to cause minimal interference
with livestock drinking.

e Install one structure for every 30 linear
feet of watering facility edge.

e Be built of graspable, long-lasting materials.

Fencing material shall not be within a 36 inch
zone above the highest planned water surface or
rearrange the fence line to create an adjustable
pivot point thereby removing any obstructions
above the water surface while allowing full access
to a single trough from two different grazing
areas.

NOTE: This summary does not address all
requirements and considerations in the VA
Structures for Wildlife Standard (VA-649).
Consult Standard for further details.
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Structures for Wildlife — Specifications & Certifications

General Information

Client: County:
Field Office: Contract #:
Farm #: Tract #:

Field # and acreage:

Client’s Purpose(s) (check all that apply)

Note: Some purposes trigger additional requirements to include in Specifications — see page 1 or Standard for details.

] Provide structures to enhance or sustain non-domesticated wildlife

[] Modify existing structures that pose a hazard to wildlife

Practice Specifications

Follow all specifications and recommendations below for practice implementation.

General Criteria Required by Standard in All Cases

1. Structures shall be designed and installed to meet the focus species’ biology and life history needs.

2. Restrict installation of structures and other disturbance (including monitoring) during critical periods

such as nesting or brood rearing.

3. Select the location of structures to meet the needs of the targeted species and not subject individuals

to increased risks of injury or mortality.
4. Select materials that are durable and safe for wildlife.

5. Construct habitat structures to withstand normal environmental conditions and meet the needs of the

targeted wildlife for the target period of time.

6. Locate structures with access capability if monitoring or management of the structure is needed.
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Specifications for Structures for Wildlife (if appropriate)

Field
Number(s)

Location i Type of Approximate
Timing P prp .
structure dimensions
Placement Type of Length New or
. locations materials Is installation | Brush pile, . &, modificati
Target Quantity of . iy . . diameter,
. identified used? timing rock pile, . on of
species? structures? width, and . .
on Plan acceptable? or box? . existing
height
map? structure?

Orientation
of Structure

Distance (ft) to
other features
(both
additional
structure(s) and
water)?
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Additional Specifications / Criteria Required by Standard Depending on Client’s Purpose(s)
Write in applicable additional criteria, if any, based on client’'s purpose(s); see complete Standard for details

Additional Site-specific Recommendations
List any additional recommendations related to construction, management, or maintenance to achieve conservation objectives.
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Operation & Maintenance (O&M)

Carry out the following to ensure that the planned wildlife structure practice functions as intended
after initial implementation.

Minimum O&M Requirements:
As a minimum, the O&M will include a schedule (timing, frequency, duration) to:

1. Monitor conditions and/or usage of structure.

2. Implement adaptive management by relocating, modifying, or repairing structures as needed during
the season with the least disturbance to target species.

3. Conduct needed maintenance of structures such as removal of old nesting materials, nests of non-
target species, undesirable debris, or abandoned structures.

4. Install, modify, and/or monitor during the season of year or time of day to minimize disturbance to
wildlife.

5. Remove all structures if they are determined (i.e. upon abandonment) as being potentially detrimental
to the target species.

Additional O&M Recommendations
Provide any additional practical guidance for actions to ensure the long-term effectiveness of practice.

Planner Certification

The wildlife structure practice planned in this job sheet fulfills minimum requirements of Virginia NRCS
Conservation Practice Standard 649.

Signature Title Date

Certification of Practice Completion

The wildlife structure practice planned in this job sheet has been completed according to NRCS
specifications (indicate in Specifications any changes to planned activities and acreage).

Signature Title Date
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If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices
and measures, and additional specifications may be included.

Scale 1"= ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")

[ Additional Specifications and Notes:

"USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer”
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