
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Vermont State Office 
356 Mountain View Drive Suite 105 
Colchester VT 05446 
 
TO: All Holders of the Field Office Technical Guide                             Date: May 6, 2011 
 
VERMONT TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO. 42 
 
PURPOSE: Revisions and Additions to the Field Office Tech Guide 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: Upon Receipt 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The following items have been revised or added to the Field Office Tech Guide. 
 
1. Updated in Section IV-E – Tools: VT EGS Erosion Estimator.  This tool has been 

modified due to an error on the ’readme’ tab (regarding measuring bank height). 
2. Added to Section IV-A – Conservation Practices: Form Eng-5, Contractor Certification.  

This form has also been added to the VT NRCS Website under “Engineering 
Information”. 

3. New in Section I-A-13 – Technical Notes by Discipline: Agronomy Technical Note 4 
(National) ‘Pest Management in the Conservation Planning Process’.  This technical 
note is a required tool to be used when planning 595 Integrated Pest Management.  
Table II is used to determine if planned conservation practices provide adequate 
mitigation.  If they do not, use Table I to apply appropriate IPM techniques. 

4. New in Section IV-A – Conservation Practices: Operation and Maintenance Plan for 
Waste Transfer (Big Gun Traveler). 

5. Updated in Section 1-B-2 – Cost Data: 2011 Conservation Practice, Payment 
Schedule Cost Scenarios (Grey Box Data).  The list of cost scenarios will also be 
available on the Vermont Statewide Sharepoint site in: Programs/2011 Payment 
Schedules. 

6. Updated in Section IV-A – Conservation Practices: Job Sheets for 666 Forest Stand 
Improvement and 655 Forest Trails and Landings. 

7. Updated in Section III:  Conservation Activity Plan Technical Criteria for Agricultural 
Energy Management Plans (122 Headquarters and 124 Landscape). 

8. Updated in Section I-B-2 – Cost Data: 2011 Conservation Practice Payment Schedule 
Cost Scenario data (Grey Box Information). 

9. Revised in Section IV-A – Conservation Practices (313 – Waste Storage Facility):  
Earthen Waste Storage Facility Flow Chart.  Also available on the VT NRCS Website 
under AWMFH, Chapter 7, after page 7-24. 

10. New in Section IV-A – Conservation Practices (313 – Waste Storage Facility):  Slab on 
Grade Flow Chart.  Also available on the VT NRCS Website under AWMFH, Chapter 
10, after appendix 10E. 

 



11. Revise in Section IV-A – Conservation Practices, the following conservation practice 
standards: 

Practice 
Code 

Practice 
Name 

 
Change 

366 Anaerobic Digester Changed to National Standard, name 
changed from “Anaerobic Digester – 
Controlled Temperature” 

316 Animal Mortality Facility Changed to National Standard 
584 Channel Bed Stabilization Changed to National Standard, name 

changed from “Channel Stabilization” 
382 Fence Changed to National Standard 
595 Integrated Pest Management Changed to National Standard, name 

changed from “Pest Management” 
441 Irrigation System – 

Microirrigation 
Changed to National Standard 

442 Irrigation System – Sprinkler Changed to National Standard 
430 Irrigation Pipeline Changed to National Standard, code 

change and name changed from 
“Irrigation Water Conveyance, High-
Pressure, Underground, Plastic Pipe” 
and “Irrigation Water Conveyance, Low-
Pressure, Underground, Plastic Pipe” 

449 Irrigation Water Management Changed to National Standard 
468 Lined Waterway or Outlet Changed to National Standard 
353 Monitoring Well Changed to National Standard 
500 Obstruction Removal Changed to National Standard 
338 Prescribed Burning Changed to National Standard 
528 Prescribed Grazing Changed to National Standard 
533 Pumping Plant Changed to National Standard 
643 Restoration & Management of 

Declining Habitats 
Changed to National Standard 

798 Seasonal High Tunnel Changed to National Standard 
395 Stream Habitat Improvement and 

Management 
Changed to National Standard 

585 Stripcropping Changed to National Standard 
587 Structure for Water Control Changed to National Standard 
606 Subsurface Drainage Changed to National Standard 
607 Surface Drainage, Field Ditch Changed to National Standard 
568 Trails and Walkways Changed to National Standard, name 

changed from “Recreational Trails and 
Walkways” 

638 Water and Sediment Control 
Basin 

Changed to National Standard 

351 Water Well Decommissioning Changed to National Standard, name 
changed from “Well Decommissioning”. 

644 Wetland Wildlife Habitat 
Management 

Changed to National Standard 
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Practice 

Code 
Practice 
Name 

 
Change

472 Access Control Changed back to previous Vermont 
standard with minor changes 

560 Access Road No major changes 
575 Animal Trails and Walkways No major changes 
314 Brush Management No major changes 
360 Closure of Waste Impoundments No major changes 
327 Conservation Cover No major changes 
328 Conservation Crop Rotation No major changes 
332 Contour Buffer Strip No major changes 
340 Cover Crop No major changes 
342 Critical Area Planting No major changes 
432 Diversion No major changes 
647 Early Successional Habitat No major changes 
386 Field Border Changed back to previous Vermont 

standard with minor changes 
393 Filter Strip Changed back to previous Vermont 

standard with minor changes 
512 Forage and Biomass No major changes, name changed from 

“Pasture and Hayland Planting” 
511 Forage Harvest Management No major changes 
666 Forest Stand Improvement Remove Attachment #1 – “Vermont 

Supplemental Specification” 
655 Forest Trails and Landings No major changes 
412 Grassed Waterway No major changes 
422 Hedgerow Planting No major changes 
315 Herbaceous Weed Control New Standard. 
516 Pipeline No major changes 

521D Pond Sealing – Compacted Clay 
Treatment 

No major changes 

345 Residue & Tillage Management, 
Mulch Till 

No major changes 

329 Residue & Tillage Management, 
No-Till 

No major changes 

391 Riparian Forest Buffer Changed back to previous Vermont 
standard with minor changes 

558 Roof Runoff Structure No major changes 
367 Roofs and Covers No major changes, name changed from 

“Waste Facility Cover” 
580 Streambank and Shoreline 

Protection 
No major changes 

 






