
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Vermont State Office 
356 Mountain View Drive Suite 105 
Colchester VT 05446 
 
TO: All Holders of the Field Office Technical Guide                  Date: February 13, 2012 
 
VERMONT TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO. 43 
 
PURPOSE: Revisions and Additions to the Field Office Tech Guide 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: Upon Receipt 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The following items have been revised or added to the Field Office Tech Guide. 
 
1. Updated in Section IV-A, Conservation Practices – The conservation lifespans 

document has been updated due to several conservation practice name changes. 
2. Add in Section IV-A, Conservation Practices – Fence Job Sheet.  This job sheet has 

embedded links to the URLs for the VT Fence Specification Sheets. 
3. Add in Section III-G, Conservation Activity Plan (CAP) – Checklists for the following 

CAP Plans: 
a. Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition – 138 
b. Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan – 102 
c. Forest Management Plan – 106 
d. Nutrient Management Plan- 104 
The purpose of these checklists is to provide guidance for components that need to be 
addressed or included in the various Conservation Activity plans.  The checklists are 
designed for use by NRCS staff as well as Technical Service Providers.  Refer to CAP 
Development Criteria for specific elements to be addressed. 

4. New in Section IV-A, Conservation Practices – Practice (Interim) Standard 799 – 
Monitoring and Evaluation. 

5. New in Section IV-A, Conservation Practices – Forest Stand Improvement Checklist: 
Integrating Timber and Songbird Habitat Management. 

6. Updated in Section IV-A   655-Forest Trails and Landings Operation & Maintenance 
Requirements.  Lifespan is corrected to 5 years. 

7. New in Section IV-A, Conservation Practices – Conservation Practice Standards 374 – 
Farmstead Energy Improvement and 716 – Renewable Energy Systems. 

8. New in Section IV-A, Conservation Practices – Operation and Maintenance Table of 
Contents and signature cover page for Forestry and Wildlife Practices and Operation 
and Maintenance Table of Contents and signature cover page for Agronomic Practices. 

9. Remove from Section IV-A, Conservation Practices - (Old Version) Operation and 
Maintenance Table of Contents and signature cover page for 
Agronomic/Forestry/Wildlife practices. 

10. Updated in Section IV-A, Conservation Practices – Engineering Job Sheet for Stream 
Crossing. 



11. Updated in Section I-B, Cost Data – Vermont Payment Schedule Gray Box Data for 
Fiscal Year 2012. 

12. Updated in Section IV-A, Conservation Practices – the following conservation practices 
have been revised: 
a. 432 – Dry Hydrant (National Standard) 
b. 592 – Feed Management 
c. 655 – Forest Trails and Landings 
d. 460 – Land Clearing (National Standard) 
e. 521A – Pond Sealing or Lining, Flexible Membrane (Vermont Standard) 
f. 578 – Stream Crossing (Vermont Standard) 
g. 606 – Subsurface Drain (National Standard) 

13. New in Setion IV-A, Conservation Practices – Interim Conservation Practice Standard 
710 – Agricultural Secondary Containment Facility. 

14. Updated in Section III-G:  Conservation Activity Plan Technical Criteria, for all CAPs 
available for Vermont NRCS.  Updated nationally developed templates replace 
previous documents. 

15. Remove from eFOTG Section IV, Conservation Practices - Practice standard 396 - 
Fish Passage 396 

16. New in eFOTG Section IV, Conservation Practices – Practice standard 369 - Aquatic 
Organism Passage (National version).  Also, Statement of Work for 369 - practice 
Aquatic Organism Passage (National version) 

17. Updated in Section I-A-7: American Indian/Tribal Consultation Guidance. 
18. New in Section III-G, CAP Plan Template for use by TSP’s when creating CAP’s.  

These templates are available for: 
a. 106 – Forestry Management Plans 

b. 114 – IPM Plans 

c. 124 – Ag. EMP’s 

d. 138 – Plan Supporting Organic Transition (Cropland and Grazing Land). 
19. Updated in Section II, Soils Information – the following reports have been updated 

since the FOTG Notice 42 dated May 2011: 
a. Part 000 – All Web Soil Survey version 2.3 information sheets. 
b. Part 2 – County Specific Soils Information: 

i. For all counties:  HEL ratings for soil map units have been re-posted to the 
eFOTG.  They have been updated where necessary. 

ii. The Soil Catena Key, Hydric Soils and Soil Legend have been updated for 
Caledonia County. 

iii. The Ag. Value Groups, Act 250 9C Information, Soil Catena Key, Hydric Soils, 
Soil Legend, Forest Value Groups, Septic Suitability Ratings for Essex County. 

iv. The Soil Catena Key, Hydric Soils, and Soil Legend for Orleans County. 
 

 






