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TO: All Holders of the Field Office Technical Guide  Date: December 13, 2013 
 
VERMONT TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO. 45 
 
PURPOSE: Revisions and Additions to the Field Office Tech Guide 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: Upon Receipt 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The following items have been revised or added to the Field Office Tech Guide. 
 
1. Removed in Section III:  Resource Concern list and planning Quality Criteria New in 

Section III:   Resource Concern list and Planning Criteria (in folder:  for Planning 
Criteria for Resource Concerns). 

2. Remove from Section IV-A-Tools:  HEL Determination Tool.  This tool has been 
updated to update the soils database including Essex County soils. 

3. Removed From Section III D:  Conservation System Guides.   CSGs are no longer 
linked to the Customer Service Toolkit practice schedule module or to the Progress 
Reporting System. 

4. Add to Section IV, Conservation Practices; Farmstead Energy Improvement (374): 

a. “Practice Information Sheet”.  This has been linked to the “Conservation Practice 
Table” found on the website under: 

 Topics 

 Technical Resources 

 Conservation Practices - Table 

b. “Network Diagram” 

5. Add to Section I, Reference Lists, 13. Technical Notes by Discipline, Plant Materials 
and Application: 

a. 3-A.  Guide To Conservation Planting on Critical Areas for the Northeast. 

6. Revised in Section IV, Conservation Practices; the following practice standards: 

a. 391 – Riparian Forest Buffer  

b. 666 – Forest Stand Improvement 

c. 612 – Tree/Shrub Establishment 

7. Replace the “Waste Storage Facility Flow Chart” in Chapter 7 of the Agricultural 
Waste Management Field Handbook (AWMFH).  The “Waste Storage Facility Flow 
Chart” is a Vermont supplement to the AWMFH.  AWMFH can be accessed from the 
Vermont NRCS Website, Topic, Technical Resources, Engineering, “Agricultural 
Waste Management Field Handbook”. 



 

 

8. Remove VT “Wildlife Plan Workbook” from Section IV – Tools.  This item has been 
removed as a stand-alone workbook.  The “Wildlife Plan” worksheets now reside in 
the VT CPA-52 Resource Assessment Workbook. 

9. Replace in Section I, Reference Lists, Engineering, #44. Vermont Drainage Guide.  
Thanks to Thom Villars and Martha Stuart for revising the VT Drainage Guide. 

10. Replace in Section IV, Conservation Practices, Practice Standard 590 - Nutrient 
Management. 

11. Add to Section IV, Conservation Practice, New Interim Practice Standard, 782 – 
Phosphorous Removal System. 

12. Add to Section IV, Conservation Practice, 314 – Brush Management: 

a. Label Information and Example Labels 

b. Landowner Record Keeping 

c. Contractor Record Keeping 

13. Add to Section IV, Conservation Practice, 201 and 202 – Edge of Field Water 
Quality 

14. Replace in Section IV, Conservation Practice, Tools, CPA-52 and Resource 
Assessment Workbook. 

15. Replace in Section III, Resource Concerns and Planning Criteria. 

16. Added to Section III/Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria/CAP Plan 
Templates: 

a. CAP 142, Fish and Wildlife Habitat Management Plan - Template 

b. CAP 142, Template Instructions  

17. Replace in Section III/Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria: 

a. CAP 102 criteria, Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan, Written 

b. CAP 104 criteria, Nutrient Management Plan - Written 

c. CAP 106 criteria, Forest Management Plan - Written 

d. CAP 108 criteria (New), Feed Management Plan 

e. CAP 112 criteria (New), Prescribed Burning 

f. CAP 114 criteria, Integrated Pest Management 

g. CAP 122 criteria, Agricultural Energy Management Plan - Headquarters 

h. CAP 124 criteria, Agricultural Energy Management Plan - Landscape 

i. CAP 130 criteria, Drainage Management Plan - Written 

j. CAP 138 criteria, Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition - Written 

18. Removed from the Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria folder  

a. CAP 126 criteria, Comprehensive Air Quality Management Plan – not offered 
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b. CAP 150 criteria, Oil Spill, Prevention, Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) – 
no longer offered. 

19. Replace in Section IV, Conservation Practices, practice standard 633 – Waste 
Utilization.  Name has been changed to 633 – Waste Recycling. 

 
FILING INSTRUCTIONS: 

These changes have already been made in eFOTG.  If you are still maintaining a hard 
copy of the FOTG, please make the appropriate copies and file accordingly.  Discard all 
old copies.  If you have any questions regarding this notice please feel free to call me. 
 
 
 
Robert Sylvester  
State Resource Conservationist 
 
Cc:  Rob Allen, SCE, USDA – NRCS, Colchester, VT 

Jim Wood ASTC, USDA – NRCS, Colchester, VT 
Bob Sylvester, eFOTG Administrator, USDA – NRCS, Colchester, VT 

 


