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TO: All Holders of the Field Office Technical Guide   Date: April 1, 2015 
 
VERMONT TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NO. 48 
 
PURPOSE: Revisions and Additions to the Field Office Tech Guide 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: Upon Receipt 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The following items have been revised or added to the Field Office Tech Guide. 
 
1. Section III/Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria/CAP Plan Templates 

• Removed CAP Plan Templates 122 and 124 
• Added CAP Plan Template 128 (Aug 2014) 

 
2. Section III/Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria/CAP Plan Templates 

• Removed CAP Plan Template – National (138 Plan Supporting Transition to 
Organic Farming – Grazing) 

• Removed CAP Plan Template – National (138 Plan Supporting Transition to 
Organic Farming – Cropland) 

• Added CAP Plan Template - National (138 Plan Supporting Transition to Organic 
Farming) (Sept 2014) 

 
3. Section III/Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria/TSP and Field Office CAP 

Checklists 
• Removed 138 – Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition Checklist 

4. Section III/Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria 
• Removed 138 – Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition Criteria (Sept 

2014) 
• Added 138 – Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition Criteria (Sept 2014) 

5. Section III/Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria 
• Removed CAP Criteria- National (106 Forest Management Plan) from 2014 
• Added CAP Criteria- National (106 Forest Management Plan) from 2012 
 

6. Section III/Conservation Activity Plans Technical Criteria/ CAP Plan Templates 
• Removed CAP Criteria- National (106 Forest Management Plan) Forester 
• Removed CAP Criteria- National (106 Forest Management Plan) Woodland 
• Removed CAP Criteria- National (106 Forest Management Plan) Landowner 
• Added CAP Criteria- National (106 Forest Management Plan) Forester (Sept 2014) 
• Added CAP Criteria- National (106 Forest Management Plan) Woodland (Sept 

2014) 
• Added CAP Criteria- National (106 Forest Management Plan) Landowner (Sept 

2014) 



 
7. Changed in section II Cultural Resources: 

a. Removed from Part 2: 
i. 2004 State Programmatic Agreement – This PA is no longer valid.  

Once the new State-level Prototype Programmatic Agreement is in 
place it will need to be added. 

ii. 2002 National Programmatic Agreement – This PA is no longer valid. 
b. Removed from Part 4:  List of Cultural Resource Contractors – The state no 

longer maintains a list of approved cultural resources contractors. 
c. Updated forms in Part 10: 

i. Practice description from the Cultural Resource Review (Blank) 
ii. Practice description from the Cultural Resource Review (Complete) 
iii. Cultural Resource Trip Report (Blank) 
iv. Cultural Resource Trip Report (Complete) 

d. Updated in Part 13:  Cultural Resources Factsheet 
8. Section IV, Conservation Practices, the following changes: 

a. Practice 345, Residue and Tillage Management, replaced “Operation and 
Maintenance Plan – Residue and Tillage Management – Mulch Till” with 
“Operation and Maintenance Plan – Residue and Tillage Management – 
Reduced Till” 

b. Practice 633, Waste Recycling 
i. Renamed folder from “Waste Utilization (633)” to “Waste Recycling 

(633)” 
ii. Removed Statement of Work 
iii. Changed the name of the standard from “Waste Utilization” to “Waste 

Recycling” 
c. Practice 344 – Residue Management, Season – Deleted Folder 
d. Practice 346 – Residue Management, Ridge Till – Deleted Folder 
e. Deleted the following practice folders: 

i. 582 – Open Channel 
ii. 608 – Surface Drain, Main or Lateral 
iii. 658 – Wetland Creation 
iv. 659 – Wetland Enhancement 
v. 799 – Monitoring and Evaluation 
vi. 351 – Water Well Decommissioning 
vii. 521B – Pond Sealing or Lining, Soil Dispersant 
viii. 521C – Pond Sealing or Lining, Bentonite Treatment 
ix. 716 – Renewable Energy System 

9. Updated in Section I, Cost Data-2 Average Cost Tables.  Component cost data has 
been updated to 2015 costs for Vermont. 
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FILING INSTRUCTIONS: 
These changes have already been made in eFOTG.  If you are still maintaining a hard 
copy of the FOTG, please make the appropriate copies and file accordingly.  Discard all 
old copies.  If you have any questions regarding this notice please feel free to call me. 
 
 
 
Robert Sylvester  
State Resource Conservationist 
 
Cc:  Rob Allen, SCE, USDA – NRCS, Colchester, VT 

Jim Wood ASTC, USDA – NRCS, Colchester, VT 
Caroline Alves, eFOTG Administrator, USDA – NRCS, Williston, VT 
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