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Early Successional Habitat Development and Management
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     VT-647
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Definition
Create or manage early plant succession to benefit desired wildlife or natural communities.
Purpose
Early successional habitat management increases plant community diversity by increasing the vertical and horizontal plant structure and plant species diversity in the landscape.   Frequently, these important habitat types are under-represented in the landscape or are managed in such a way that it does not benefit wildlife. Habitat is improved by creating, maintaining or managing grasslands, old fields, shrub lands and young forest land to benefit wildlife.  This may consist of adjusting mowing or brush hogging schedules to avoid the primary nesting season for grassland birds (April 15-August 1) or setting back succession in the forest through cutting to provide young, thick cover and food.  The food produced may be woody browse and berry producing shrubs and vines. 
A diverse group of wildlife will benefit from this practice including pollinators, neotropical migrant and grassland birds, ruffed grouse, white-tailed deer, rabbits and hares, and many others.  A number of the species directly benefited are declining in the Northeast due to loss of this habitat.  The plant and animal communities which use this type of habitat will also interact or serve as prey for species in the broader ecosystem. 
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Where used

Early successional habitat development and management can be used in a variety of locations and situations.  Typically it is used in hayfields, fallow fields, old fields, shrub lands, lands reverting to forest and forest land.  The practice may also be used to create early successional habitat in the form of a transitional soft edge or ecotone between a field and forest land.  
Operation and maintenance

The following actions should be taken to ensure that the practice continues to function throughout its expected life. Any use of fertilizers, pesticides and other chemicals to assure early successional management shall not compromise the intended purpose.

Specifications
Site-specific requirements are listed on the specifications sheet. Additional provisions are entered on the job sketch sheet. Specifications are prepared in accordance with the VT NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. See practice standard Early Successional Habitat Development and Maintenance, code 647.
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Early Successional Habitat Development and Management – Specification Sheet

	For:
	Farm #:

	Field(s):
	Tract #:

	Designed By:
	Approved By:

Signature:

	Date:
	Date:


	Ecological Site Description:



	Soils:

	Acres Developed or Managed:

	Target Wildlife Species/Groups:

	Plant Species Volunteered:


Plant Species Seeded:
	Species
	Lbs./Acre Seeded
	% Purity

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


40% Perennial plant cover triggers manipulations to maintain early successional stages.

	List Perennials:
	
	

	
	
	


Establishment and Maintenance Interval Dates:
	Practice
	1st Year
	2nd Year
	3rd Year
	4th Year
	5th Year

	Mow/brush hog
	
	
	
	
	

	Disc
	
	
	
	
	

	Burn
	
	
	
	
	

	Cut (manual)
	
	
	
	
	

	Cut (mechanical)
	
	
	
	
	

	Seeding
	
	
	
	
	

	Fallow
	
	
	
	
	

	Invasive Control
	
	
	
	
	


Note: CRP does not allow grazing, except as a declared emergency.
	Practice
	6th Year
	7th Year
	8th Year
	9th Year
	10th Year

	Mow/brush hog
	
	
	
	
	

	Disc
	
	
	
	
	

	Burn
	
	
	
	
	

	Cut (manual)
	
	
	
	
	

	Cut (mechanical)
	
	
	
	
	

	Seeding
	
	
	
	
	

	Fallow
	
	
	
	
	

	Invasive Control
	
	
	
	
	


	Remarks:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Early Successional Habitat Development and Maintenance – Specification Sheet

If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included.

Scale 1"=________ ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")
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	Additional Specifications and Notes:

	

	

	

	

	

	


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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