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The Label is the Law 

The following is an example of a Herbicide Label for a glyphosate isopropylamine salt based herbicide.  
The “Label” includes the entire printed packet (multiple pages) of material that comes with the product, 
not just the sticker on the front of the bottle.  This is Roundup Pro, a 41% active ingredient product that is 
considered a Class B herbicide by the Vermont Agency of Agriculture.  This is a common herbicide 
formulation used in forestry and habitat management.  While Roundup products are well known, 
understand that there are many generic versions of the exact same formulation available which often cost 
less.   THIS IS NOT AN ENDORSEMENT OF THIS PRODUCT BUT IS INTENDED ONLY TO BE 
USED AS AN EXAMPLE HERBICIDE LABEL TO ILLUSTRATE KEY POINTS. IF YOU USE A 
DIFFERENT HERBICIDE YOU WILL NEED TO READ AND UNDERSTAND THAT LABEL AS IT 
MAY VERY WELL BE DIFFERENT THAN THIS EXAMPLE.   The entire label is the law and must be 
followed, but we have highlighted certain key elements for your attention.  Read the entire label of your 
herbicide you select so that you don’t miss anything.   

 

Who can apply herbicides? 

Only a licensed applicator or a landowner who owns the land where application will occur may 
apply this product and herbicides in general.  If the landowner has hired, or volunteer help they cannot 
be applying herbicide unless they have an applicator’s license (since they don’t own the land).  Note that 
there are various classes of herbicides summarized below – See the Vermont Regulations for Control of 
Pesticides.  The Vermont Agency of Agriculture provides regulatory oversight of pesticides as well as 
issuing permits for specific pesticide uses.  

 Class A Pesticides (includes herbicides) – Restricted Use and By Permit Only 
Can be purchased and used only by a certified applicator, or by an individual working under the 
direct supervision of a certified applicator.  Agency of Agriculture provides testing and 
certification for applicators.  Class A herbicides can be classified as restricted use by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) which will be printed on the product label.  The 
herbicide can also be classified as restricted use by the State of Vermont.  Refer to the Vermont 
Regulations as these will not show this state classification on the label.  Example under this Class 
is Rodeo.   
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 Class B Pesticides – Controlled Sale 
These are general use products that can be purchased and used by anyone.  Landowners may 
apply Class B pesticides on land they own* without a permit or being certified.  Class B products 
are outdoor use products with greater than 3% active ingredient.  Example under this Class is 
Roundup Pro.   
 

 Class C Pesticides – Homeonwer/Specialty 
These are general use products that can be purchased and used by anyone.  Landowners may 
apply Class C pesticides on land they own without a permit or being certified.  These products are 
for use in and around the home.  Percent active ingredient is usually less than 3%.   

*NOTE:  Members of homeowner associations may not apply pesticides on ‘common lands.’  
Representatives of Towns may not apply pesticides on Town owned lands without proper certification.   

If there is any question about the law refer questions to the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Cary Giguere 
at (802) 828-6531.   

 

Is this product legal for controlling invasive plants on my land? 

A key point is that you select a herbicide that is authorized to treat the invasive plants on your land.  The 
site where you are planning to control invasive plants MUST be listed on the Label.  This is a key point.  
Whether the actual plant is listed or not on the label is not always critical.  However, if the proposed 
control site cannot be found on the label then it is not legal to use that herbicide to control invasive plants 
there.  As an example, the attached label for Roundup Pro does not list buckthorn, a common invasive 
plant in Vermont,  but it does clearly state under the ‘Habitat Management’ section (section 8.4 page 6) 
that ‘…the product may be used to control exotic and other undesirable vegetation in habitat management 
and natural areas…’  This makes it legal to treat buckthorn and other invasive plants (e.g. autumn olive, 
barberry, garlic mustard, etc.) that may be found in your habitat management area.  Also, under the 
‘Forestry Site Preparation’ section (section 8.2 page 5) it states ‘Use this product for the control or partial 
control of woody brush, trees and herbaceous weeds in forestry or in preparing or establishing wildlife 
openings within these sites and maintaining logging roads.’  This statement allows control of invasive 
plants in managed forest areas where wildlife may not be an objective. 

Be aware that many of the readily available herbicides, e.g. Roundup Weed and Grass Killer, found in 
local retail stores may be only labeled for use around the home in gardens and lawns (e.g. Class C).  Do 
your homework and READ THE LABEL before purchasing.  Labels for various products can be found at 
the CDMS website at:  http://www.cdms.net/LabelsMsds/LMDefault.aspx.  Companies that manufacture 
and or sell herbicides often have links to the product Labels.  Contact the Vermont Agency of Agriculture 
for a list of appropriate herbicides to control the invasive plants found on your land or to have them 
evaluate your potential herbicide selections.  The contact at the Vermont Agency of Agriculture is Cary 
Giguere at (802) 828-6531 (email Cary.Giguere@state.vt.us).   

Another potential source of information for appropriate herbicide selection might be found in 
KNOWLEDGABLE staff at farm and feed stores or forestry companies.  If you haven’t done the Label 
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research prior, ask permission to open and read the Label prior to purchase.  Just remember, you as the 
landowner and applicator are responsible to follow the Label.     

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

Note that on page1 of this particular example label it specifies the PPE that an applicator must wear – 
long –sleeved shirt, long pants, shoes and socks.  While gloves are not listed explicitly, it is a good idea to 
wear chemical resistant gloves (e.g. butyl rubber, natural rubber, neoprene rubber, or nitrile rubber) and 
not fabric or leather gloves to protect your hands.  Safety glasses are also recommended to protect your 
eyes against splashes.  Note that many other products do require specific types of gloves and eye 
protection.   

 

Environmental Hazards 

DO NOT APPLY DIRECTLY TO WATER OR TO AREAS WHERE SURFACE WATERS ARE 
PRESENT (section 3.2 page 1).  While glyphosate is often considered a “benign” chemical, the 
surfactants included with herbicides such as this can be deadly to aquatic species.  Surfactants are a 
material added to the herbicide that improves the emulsifying, dispersing, spreading, wetting, or other 
surface modifying properties of liquids.  Basically they lower the surface tension of the herbicide droplets 
so that they don’t run off of the plant and adhere to and spread out better on the leaves.  This will provide 
a better effect on the target plants (more herbicide staying on leaf) while reducing runoff and non target 
effects on other plants.  Another problem with applying herbicide to water is that the Active Ingredient 
will impact any green vegetation it touches via the water.    

 

Wetlands and Herbicides 

For the aforementioned reasons (see Env. Hazards above), applying herbicides in or around wetlands 
should be done with caution.  Certain surfactants included with these herbicides are deadly to aquatic 
species.  That is why many herbicides cannot be applied to standing water unless they are labeled as 
aquatic approved (e.g. Rodeo, which has no surfactant but is restricted use Class “A”).  Any application 
of herbicides in or around Vermont State Significant Wetlands must be reviewed by the Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Wetlands Division.  Contact Alan Quackenbush at 
(802) 241-3761 (email alan.quackenbush@state.vt.us) for a review of your project.  Based upon the 
attached example Label, application of this herbicide in a wetland is permitted because it is not 
specifically excluded.  However, there is a state law requiring review by DEC Wetlands Division.  
Regardless of the situation and permitted uses, consider the effects of using this herbicide (with surfactant 
included) in a wetland.  If there are pockets of open water within the wetland and herbicide happens to 
reach that water, aquatic insects, amphibians, fish, etc. will be harmed or killed.    
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Control Techniques 

Cut stump is a common approach to treating invasive woody plants where the shrub is cut and then 
herbicide is immediately applied to the cut surface of the stump.  Often this technique is used for woody 
vegetation.  This example label shows that a 50% to 100% solution may be applied for this purpose 
(section 8.1 page 5).  This means that this product could be used as is out of the bottle or mixed so that the 
solution has equal parts of this product and water.  This section also states that ‘Cut stump treatments may 
be made on any site listed on the label.’  This allows use of this technique for buckthorn on forestry sites 
or habitat management areas.   Do not use empty food containers for mixing herbicides or storing leftover 
mix as this could be mistaken for food/drink by children.   

 

Hand Held and Backpack Sprayers allow foliar application to the leaves of the invasive plant. It is 
often a cost effective method for treating herbaceous and small woody invasive plants.  This label 
recommends to ‘…apply to foliage of vegetation to be controlled on a spray to wet basis; do not spray to 
the point of runoff.  Spray coverage should be uniform and complete (section 7.3 page 4).’  Mixing 
direction can be found in section 6.3 on page 3. 

Do not direct spray up into the air, such as onto vegetation above your head, since this can promote the 
drifting of the chemical mist onto non-target plants – foliar sprays should be used when the plant is 
smaller (and more vulnerable) and the spray can be more accurately directed. 

 

Basal Bark Treatment is a common technique used by commercial applicators.  It involves spraying the 
basal portions of a tree or shrub (being sure to cover a 6 inch area around the entire stem) with a mixture 
of herbicide and oil (or can use diesel fuel).  Few herbicides are allowed for this use.  The most common 
herbicide used is triclopyr (e.g. Garlon 4 is a commercial product).  This is a restricted use herbicide in 
Vermont – so landowners cannot purchase or apply this product.   






















