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Owner:	         Project or Contract:    	  Operator:			County:    	 Farm & Tract Number:	 Field Number/Location:   	 

Index

☐ Cover Sheet & Benchmark Condition

	☐Practice Location Map

	☐Specifications 

	☐Operation & Maintenance

	☐Installation & Certification
Utility Safety / One-Call System Information:

Call 811
http://call811.com/before-you-dig


Practice Location Map: 							
(Attach copy showing detailed aerial view of where practice is to be installed on farm/site, showing all major components, stationing, relative location to any landmarks, and survey benchmarks)

Provide documentation of permits (federal, state, tribal, local, etc.) and Environmental Evaluation (NRCS-WA-CPA-052) as applicable. 

Benchmark Condition: 							

(Describe current condition of treatment area and document benchmark results of all applicable assessment tools)					



Description of Work:							

(Describe project to be installed) 	Establish required stand of perennial vegetative cover (grasses, wildflowers, legumes, shrubs, trees) to provide the intended environmental benefits, including wildlife habitat and erosion control.  Maintain this cover for the entire contract period.  Refer to specification sheet for Tree & Shrub Establishment (612), and Forestry Tech Note 10 if planting tress &/or shrubs.




CRP Practice:	Cover Points:
Cover Requirements: (Number of species, native only, or introduced and native)	Grasses:	Forbs:	Trees:
Field(s) & Areas NOT Requiring Seeding:
Field(s) & Areas that DO Require Seeding:


Seeding Success:
The following items are important to the success of your seeding:
Proper seedbed preparation
Timing of seeding
Correct seed placement (seed depth with seed-soil contact)
Seeding operation which matches seed mixture and seedbed conditions
An adapted seed mixture which also meets your CRP requirements for number of species and types of species (native or introduced grasses, legumes, shrubs, or trees)
Inoculate legume species
May want to use rice hulls, Vermiculite, or other approved material for ease of seeding and even distribution.  Only use top graded rice hulls as the quality has dropped and adding rice hulls may cause bridging problems.  When using rice hulls they are normally mixed with the seed so that the drills are set to a 60-70 lb. /ac barley setting.
Adequate post-planting weed control.

The Practice Purpose(s):											
 	☒ Reduce Soil Erosion and Sedimentation
☐ Improve Water Quality
	☐ Improve Air Quality
	☒ Enhance Wildlife Habitat and Pollinator Habitat
	☐ Improve Soil Quality
	☐ Manage Plant Pests

Acres Installed:  Click here to enter text.	Georeferenced:  ☐	
Timing:													 
(Describe timing of seeding and document the agreed to time of seeding by NRCS and operator) Click here to enter text.  
Dormant Fall Seeding (generally required for 14 inches or less of annual precipitation):
Seeding between November 1 and February 15 is considered dormant conditions

Spring Seeding:
Spring seeding, March 1 – May 1, Seed as early as you can get good seedbed with spring flush of weeds controlled.  It is important to control wild oats, volunteer and other spring weed seedlings prior to seeding. Spring seeding should be completed by May 1.
Agreed upon time of seeding by NRCS & operator:



Site Preparation: 											
(Provide detail description of seedbed preparation expectations and practices to achieve a successful planting) Click here to enter text.

Existing site Conditions:
______ Cropland.  Field conditions: __________________________________________________	______  Existing stand dominated by introduced grasses being converted to native grasses	______  Existing stand dominated by weeds 	Notes: __________________________________________________________________________________


The goal of seedbed preparation is to reduce competition from weeds and existing perennial plants while creating “safe sites” for the seed to drop into.

Guidance for Seedbeds:
Seedbeds should be weed-free, cloddy, and a little furrowed and trashy
Seedbeds for dormant seeding may be loose, but seedbeds for spring seeding must be firm.  A seedbed is considered firm when the boot heel imprint of an average person leaves a maximum impression in the soil of not more than one-half inch.  
DO NOT create a smooth, “pulverized dust mulch”.
Two full years of preparation may be required to adequately reduce the competition when:
Existing stands of introduced grasses are being converted to native grasses
Stands have a long history of weeds  / there is a weedy mess
Weeds will be controlled by tillage and/or using herbicides as per label instructions.  
Seedbeds to convert existing vegetation shall be started in the fall with summer fallow completed the following spring and carried over through the fall.  
Spray or mow all weeds before they compete with seeding for soil moisture, go to seed, or produce biomass which may interfere with the seeding operation.

Seedbed preparation method agreed by NRCS and operator: 
_____ Years of seedbed preparation (one year, two years)
_____________ Type of preparation (chemical, mechanical, combination*)
Notes: ___________________________________________________________________________	* A combination of mechanical and chemical site prep is generally the best approach.



Seeding Method and Description:
(Identify proper seeding placement, equipment used, and other method for seedbed condition at time of planting. Document the agreed to methods by NRCS and operator) Click here to enter text.
Seed Depth:
Seed placement (seed-soil contact) and seed depth is critical for success.
Generally, 1/8” to 1/4” deep should work for most seed mixtures.
For small-seeded grasses such as Sherman big bluegrass – seed no deeper than 1/8 inch deep.
For large-seeded grasses such as tall wheatgrass – seed no deeper than 1/2 inch deep.
For mixtures with a variety of seed sizes – seed depth shall be set with the smallest seeds in mind.
Seeding Operation:
The goal is uniform seed dispersal and proper seed placement to ensure seed-soil contact.  So, it is critical to match the seeding operation to the seedbed conditions and the seed mixture.  

Refer to the example chart below for suggestions:
Trashy seedbeds	Direct seed into standing stubble or existing grass cover that has been chemically controlled.  Double disk drill with press wheels.  Do not harrow as stubble must be anchored or will cause a plugging problem.  Extra NRCS technical assistance may be necessary for a successful seeding.  Spring crop stubble is best to seed into.		Use hoe openers to push the residue away, drop seed into clean strip and pack with press wheel or single packer for fall seeding only.	Single disc opener to slice through the residue, drop seed into the slice and pack with press wheel or single packer
Greater than 1/2 inch of loose soil	With loose seedbeds use caution as it is easy to place the seed too deep.  	Several No-till drills may give options for good seed placement, contact your local field office for further guidance.	Broadcast spreader without harrowing, or pull the tubes without packing.
1/2 inch of loose soil	Light harrow first and then broadcast seed, or pull tubes & pack with press wheel or single packer, fall seeded only.
1/4 inch of loose soil	Broadcast seed first and then light harrow, fall seeded only or drill with press wheel or single packer, fall or spring seeded.
Less than 1/4 inch of loose soil or firm seedbed	Drill and pack with press wheels or single packer, spring or fall seeded; or broadcast and pack, fall seeded only.
Firm seedbed and small-seeded species	Use drill opener to disturb site, pull and tie tubes to apply small-seeded species in the disturbed soil, and follow with press wheels or single packer.


Post-Plant Weed Control:
All noxious weeds will be controlled.
All troublesome weeds which threaten the stand will be controlled.
For seed mixtures which include forbs, legumes or shrubs, mowing may be the preferred alternative to suppress weeds.  Mowing may be needed more than once in a year and for more than one year.
Herbicides may be used on grass-only mixtures. Use on stands where weed competition is threatening the desirable perennial plant species.  Herbicides must be applied in accordance with the label directions.  Follow the label directions and heed all precautions listed on the label.  Check state and local regulations and consult your Cooperative Extension Service county agent or local pesticide dealer representative to be sure your intended use is still registered.  Participants may be required to replant, without cost-share, any desirable species that are destroyed.  
Consider spot spraying to minimize the risks.
Timely and effective weed control is required for the entire contract period.


Seed Mixture Information
(Provide any instructions for herbicide plant back restriction for mixture, or other seed mixture recommendations) Click here to enter text.
Seed mixture must meet the requirements for the offer – the number and types of species, and whether native or introduced are allowable, etc.
Certified quality seed must be used & seed tags provided to FSA / NRCS.                                                   
Double the seeding rate for aerial application with airplanes or helicopters
Forbs, legumes & shrubs will not be planted until after the label for soil persistent herbicides
Order an additional 10% seed for overlap and corners. 
Seed shall be tested no more than 12 months prior to seeding
Sagebrush seed and some forb seeds, are very small and should be broadcast.  This may require a second seeding operation. 
If seeding shrubs, must seed a minimum of 5%  of the offered acres


Rates and Species:
Provide any additional comments on rate and species. Click here to enter text.

	Grass/ Forb/Legume or Shrubs
	Species Selected
	Lbs./acre of Seed (PLS)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Seeding Rate
	



	Shrub or Tree
	Species Selected
	Number of Stems

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Number of Stems to be Planted
	



Fertilizers and Amendments:
Provide additional comments for fertilizers and amendments. Click here to enter text.

	Fertilizer/ Amendment
	Fertilizer Form
	Fertilizer Amount (lbs./ac)
	

	N
	
	
	N/ac

	P
	
	
	P2O5/ac

	K
	
	
	K2O/ac

	S
	
	
	S/ac

	Lime/
	
	
	

	Gypsum
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	



Operation and Maintenance: (check all that apply)

☐  Mowing and harvest operations in perennial crop systems such as orchards, vineyards, berries, and nursery stock shall be done in a manner which minimizes the generation of particulate matter.  
☐  If wildlife habitat enhancement is a purpose, maintenance practices and activities shall not disturb cover during the reproductive period for the desired species.  Exceptions should be considered for periodic burning or mowing when necessary to maintain the health of the plant community.
☐  Maintenance measures must be adequate to control noxious weeds and other invasive species.
☐  To benefit insect food sources for grassland nesting birds, spraying, or other control of noxious weeds shall be done on a “spot” basis to protect forbs and legumes that benefit native pollinators and other wildlife. 

***See the attached CRP Specification for Operation and Maintenance Plan. 
	





Client’s Acknowledgement (signed after Implementation Requirements are completed but before practice installation):
By Signing below, I acknowledge that:  
☐  I have reviewed & understand the specific installation specs, and operation & maintenance requirements for this site
☐  I will install, operate and maintain my conservation cover in accordance to these specifications
☐  I will make no changes to the planned design and installation without prior written approval from the Natural Resource Conservation Service
☐  I will obtain all necessary permits prior to the start of installation of this conservation practice
☐  I will also comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the installation of this conservation practice
☐  I assume responsibility for notifying all Utilities affected by the installation, operation and maintenance of this conservation practice


Client’s Signature							          Date:				

NRCS Design Review Only
	Designed By:
		
	JAA Level :
	Date:

	
If designer does not have appropriate JAA then design needs to be approved and signed by someone with adequate JAA for the 327 practice scope of work. 	

	Approved By:
	
	JAA Level :
	Date:



Practice Installation and Certification (sign after practice completion and check out)
By signing below, I certify that these items have been completed or are not applicable:
☐I have the required Job Approval Authority for this conservation practice installed.
☐This practice has been installed according to the implementation Requirements listed above.  
☐Any modifications are documented and were pre-approved by NRCS.
Click here to enter text.
☐Seedbed conditions just prior to seeding operation are documented and met the above IR:
Click here to enter text.
☐Seed tags are attach. 
☐Operation and Maintenance Plan was reviewed with operator.
☐Any appropriate photo documentation is attached.
☐Any applicable stand evaluation worksheets are included.

NRCS Installation and Certification Only
	Inspected and Certified By:
		
	JAA Level :
	Date:

	
If the inspection and certifier does not have appropriate JAA then certification needs to be approved and signed by someone with adequate JAA for the 327 practice scope of work. 	

	Approved By:
	
	JAA Level :
	Date:
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