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FIREBREAK 

DEFINITION
A permanent or temporary strip of bare or vegetated land planned to retard fire.




PURPOSE
· Reduce the spread of wildfire.
· Contain prescribed burns.
 With regard to prescribed burns, NRCS takes no responsibility for guidance, plans or practice installation.  Please refer to WA DNR for burn plans, permits and guidance for prescribed burning on forestland.  



Practice Requirements
General Criteria Applicable to All Purposes
Firebreaks may be temporary or permanent and shall consist of fire-resistant vegetation, non-flammable materials, bare ground, or a combination of these. 

Firebreaks will be of sufficient width and length to contain the expected fire.

Erosion control measures shall be installed to prevent sediment from leaving the site.

Plant species selected for vegetated firebreaks will be noninvasive and capable of retarding fire. 


CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES
This practice applies on all land uses where protection from wildfire is needed or prescribed burning is applied Firebreaks shall be located to minimize risk to the resources being protected.  

	Resource Management System
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	In most cases this practice will be used  as an associated practice, in conjunction with another forestry practices or practices, to plan a resource management system which will address all of the resource concerns inventoried.  This practice is seldom adequate by itself to treat a resource concern and bring it to planning criteria.  
  



	



PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
Specifications for applying this practice shall be prepared for each site and recorded using approved specification sheets, job sheets, technical notes, and narrative statements in the conservation plan and the burn plan, or other acceptable documentation.
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NRCS, WA
February 2013
 
394 - 2
 
Mow, disk, or graze vegetative firebreaks to avoid a build-up of excess litter and to control weeds.  Treatment should be timed to reduce impacts to nesting when possible.  Inspect all firebreaks for woody materials such as dead limbs or blown down trees and remove them from the firebreak.  Inspect firebreaks at least annually and rework bare ground firebreaks as necessary to keep them clear of flammable vegetation.  Repair erosion control measures as necessary to ensure proper function.  Access by vehicles or people will be controlled to prevent damage.  Bare ground firebreaks, which are no longer needed, will be stabilized.
NRCS, WA
February 2013
 
Additional Requirements Based On Site and Treatment Method:











Safety

Always use the appropriate Personal Protection Equipment.  Review the safety instructions for the tools and equipment used in the application of this practice.  Participant is responsible for notifying utilities prior to digging or using equipment near power lines. Call before you dig is 811.  Also be advised of emergency preparedness for wildfire season and keeping appropriate fire tools on site.  Report wildfires to WA Department of Natural Resources at 1-800-562-6010.   
Additional safety recommendations for specific treatment method and site:
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