Restoration and Management of Rare or Declining Habitats
Washington Conservation Practice Job Sheet	643
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Definition

Restoring, conserving, and managing unique or diminishing native terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems.
.
Purpose
Restore land or aquatic habitats degraded by human activity
· Provide habitat for rare and declining wildlife species by restoring and conserving native plant communities.
· To increase native plant community diversity.

· The management of unique or declining native habitats.

Note:  NRCS uses the term “wildlife” to include all animals, terrestrial and aquatic.

Where used
Sites or areas that once supported or currently support a unique, dwindling, or imperiled native plant and animal community.
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Resource management system
The restoration and management of declining habitat is normally applied as part of a resource management system to meet the landowner’s objectives and to address the needs of plants and animals dependant on a specific type of habitat which is in decline due to human or other degradation.  This type of habitat is generally more sensitive to environmental changes and commonly supports species of plants and animals, which are listed as threatened or endangered.  Restoring and managing declining habitat usually requires applying several other practices such as forest stand improvement (666), upland wildlife habitat management (645), wetland wildlife habitat management (644) or riparian forest buffer (391), other conservation practices may be applied as well.
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Operation and maintenance
Haying, grazing, prescribed burning, forest stand improvement, and other management activities will be planned and managed (including access control) as necessary to achieve and maintain the intended purpose.
Vegetation management and maintenance activities shall not be conducted during critical life stages of fish and wildlife except when necessary to achieve the desired habitat condition.
Habitat conditions should be evaluated and compared to reference conditions on a regular basis to adapt the conservation plan and schedule maintenance to ensure the desired habitat condition.
Management and maintenance activities should be rotated to mimic natural disturbance regimes.

Specifications
Site-specific requirements are listed on the specification sheet. Additional provisions are entered on the job sketch sheet. Specifications are prepared in accordance with the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. See practice standard Restoration and Management of Declining Habitat, code 643.
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	Client/Operating Unit:
	     
	Tract:
	     
	Farm No.:
	     
	Field No.:
	     

	Farm/Ranch Location:
	     
	County:
	     
	SCD/HU Code:
	     
	Date:
	     

	Program:
	     
	Contract Item #:
	     
	Planned Installation Date:
	     




	[bookmark: Text50][bookmark: Text49]Acres of treated area:
	     
	
	


[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]Method of Plant Restoration:  (check one) Transplants |_|; Dormant cuttings |_|; Bare root plants |_|; Seed |_|;
	[bookmark: Check5]Natural regeneration |_|; Other
	[bookmark: Text52]     



	[bookmark: Text51]Number of layers of mature vegetation planned?
	     

	Plant Community after Restoration:
	     



Plant Species Installed:
	Trees 
	Spacing
	Number of Plants

	[bookmark: Text53]     
	[bookmark: Text63]     
	[bookmark: Text74]     

	[bookmark: Text54]     
	[bookmark: Text65]     
	[bookmark: Text75]     

	[bookmark: Text55]     
	[bookmark: Text66]     
	[bookmark: Text76]     

	[bookmark: Text56]     
	[bookmark: Text67]     
	[bookmark: Text77]     

	Shrubs 
	Lbs. PLS/Ac. Or Spacing
	Total Lbs. seed or Number of Plants
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	[bookmark: Text70]     
	[bookmark: Text80]     

	Grasses/grass allies
	Lbs. PLS/Ac. Or Spacing
	Total Lbs. seed or Number of Plants
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	[bookmark: Text71]     
	[bookmark: Text81]     

	[bookmark: Text61]     
	[bookmark: Text72]     
	[bookmark: Text82]     

	[bookmark: Text62]     
	[bookmark: Text73]     
	[bookmark: Text83]     



Plant Survival: Survival of trees must exceed 85% as counted the first week of September of the first year.. 

	List manipulations needed to restore habitat
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I agree to install this practice as designed and planned.
	Client:
	
	Date:
	[bookmark: Text85]     



This practice is designed and planned according to NRCS WA Standards and Specifications.
	Conservationist:
	
	Date:
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This practice was installed and maintained in accordance with this job sheet.
	Completed by:
	
	Date:
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Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats – Job Sketch

If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included.

Scale 1"=________ ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	Additional Specifications and Notes:

	

	

	

	

	

	



The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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