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Forest Trails and Landing
 
DEFINITION
A temporary or infrequently used route, path or cleared area.

PURPOSE
· Provide routes for temporary or infrequent travel by people or equipment for management activities.
· Provide periodic access for removal and collection of forest products.

CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES
Trails and landings including skid trails are applicable on forest land. They typically connect to an Access Road-560.

PRACTICE INFORMATION
Forest trails and landings are installed prior to
a scheduled harvest or management activity to provide a location to assemble and transport 






harvested logs, other products, or debris. The conservation objective is to minimize onsite and
offsite damage to the other natural resources.

Planning and application of this practice requires the following considerations:

1. Timing and use of equipment will be planned so that site productivity is maintained and soil disturbance is held to a minimum.
2. Slash, debris and vegetative material left onsite should not present an unacceptable fire or pest hazard.
3. Water bars, dips and other drainage measures for trails should be properly designed.
4. Trails and landings need to be seeded to grass to help control erosion
5. Consider planting vegetation that provides wildlife food and cover
6. Trails and landings should be located to preserve the aesthetic quality of the area.
7. Police trails and landings to remove refuge and garbage.
8. Consider closing the trails after harvest to help control erosion and reduce maintenance costs.

Additional information including design criteria and specifications are on file in the local NRCS Field Office Technical Guide
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	This practice may be used in conjunction with other forestry practices to plan a resource management system which will address all of the resource concerns inventoried.  

	


PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
Specifications for applying this practice shall be prepared for each site and recorded using approved specification sheets, job sheets, technical notes and narrative statements in the conservation plan, or other acceptable documentation.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Regular and timely inspections for adverse effects will be conducted with trails and landings and associated measures maintained or restored as necessary.
Trails and landings utilized and managed as firebreaks will be properly maintained to accomplish this purpose while maintaining acceptable mitigation of other concerns.
Access to trails and landings shall be controlled when and where needed for erosion abatement, safety and liability, and reduced maintenance costs. Refer to the practice standard Access Control-472 as needed.
Trails and landings no longer needed may be decommissioned. Refer to the practice standard Road/Trail/Landing Closure and Treatment‑654, as needed.
Additional Requirements Based On Site and Treatment Method:






Safety
Always use the appropriate Personal Protection Equipment.  Review the safety instructions for the tools and equipment used in the application of this practice.  Participant is responsible for notifing utilities prior to digging or using equipment near powerlines. Call before you dig is 811.  Also be advised of emergency preparedness for wildfire season and keeping appropriate fire tools on site.  Report wildfires to WA Department of Natural Resources at 1-800-562-6010.   Additional safety recommendations for specific treatment method and Site:
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IT SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER TO OBTAIN ALL NECESSARY PERMITS AND/OR RIGHTS, AND TO COMPLY WITH ALL ORDINANCES AND LAWS PERTAINING TO THIS installation.
Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE NRCS TECHNICIAN.
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	5. Special Maintenance Requirements:
	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     






	Practice Specifications Approval:



Required Job Approval Authority or Technical Service Provider Certification Category

Conservation Practice Planning JAA:_______Design:_____ Installation:______
			Limiting Factors:__________________________

TECHREG CATEGORY Listed for this Practice:______________________________________

Planner/TSP		JAAPlanning:		Design:	Installation:
By signing below, I certify that:
	The conservation practice planning and design outlined in this Job Sheet Specification 
	meet the purposes, associated criteria, appropriate site conditions and client objectives; 
 and
 I either have the Job Approval Authority (TSP certification) required for this 
conservation practice design or I will have a reviewer who does have the appropriate JAA 
review & sign below.
Signature________________________________________________________Date:__________

Reviewer (If needed) 	JAAPlanning:		Design:	Installation:

By signing below, I certify that:
	The conservation practice planning and design outlined in this Job Sheet Specification 
	meet the purposes, associated criteria, appropriate site conditions and client objectives; 
 and
 I have the required Job Approval Authority or TSP certification required for this 
conservation practice design.  

Signature________________________________________________________Date:__________

Client’s Acknowledgement (to be signed after Job sheet is completed and before practice installation)
By signing below, I acknowledge that I:
 have reviewed and understand the site specific design, installation specifications and operation / maintenance requirements in this Job Sheet and have an understanding of purpose and criteria for use of this conservation practice;
	 will install, operate, and maintain this conservation practice in accordance with the site specific Job Sheet 
	specifications.
	 will make no changes to the planned design and installation without prior written approval of the Natural 
	Resources Conservation Service.
	 will obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the 
	installation, operation, and maintenance of this conservation practice, prior to the start of installation; and
	 will assume responsibility for notifying all Utilities affected by the installation, operation and 
	maintenance of this conservation practice.

Signature________________________________________________________Date:__________
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